
City of East Grand Rapids 
Regular City Commission Meeting 

Agenda 
 

The City will provide reasonable auxiliary aids for individuals requiring them for effective communication in programs and services of the City. 
Notice must be made to the City five (5) days prior to the program or service requesting the specific auxiliary aid. 

January 18, 2016 – 6:00 p.m. 
(EGR Community Center – 750 Lakeside Drive) 

 
 
 

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance. 

2. Public Comment by persons in attendance.  

3. Report of Mayor and City Commissioners. 

Regular Agenda Items 

4. Zoning variance hearing on the request of Brian & Amy Steketee of 551 Belvedere to allow the construction of an 
addition connect the house and garage, creating a side yard setback of 5’ instead of the required 7’ and a rear yard 
setback of 5.5’ instead of the required 25’ (action requested – 49 notices sent).  

Consent Agenda – Approval Requested 

5. Minutes of the regular meeting held January 4, 2016 (approval requested). 

6. Report of Finance Committee on disbursement of funds:  payroll disbursements of $ 257,818.20; county and school 
disbursements of $853,238.91, and total remaining disbursements of $197,036.22 (approval requested). 

7. Purchase of turnout gear for the Public Safety Department (approval requested). 

8. Purchase and installation of LED fixtures for existing streetlights (approval requested). 

9. Preliminary minutes of the Library Commission meeting held September 28, 2015 (no action requested). 

10. Preliminary minutes of the Planning Commission meeting held November 10, 2015 (no action requested). 

11. Preliminary minutes of the Parks & Recreation Commission meeting held December 14, 2015 (no action requested). 
*          *          * 



CITY OF

EAST GRAND RAPIDS

750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE  EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506

THOMAS A. FAASSE
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

Memorandum

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners
Board of Zoning Appeals

FROM: Tom Faasse, Zoning Administrator
DATE: January 6, 2015

RE: Request for Variance – 551 Belvedere Drive, SE
Zoned – R-2 Single Family Residential

ACTION REQUESTED:
That the Commission conducts a public hearing and votes on the application of the owners of
551 Belvedere Drive, SE, for two zoning variances at that address, according to the plans
presented, for relief from the following zoning ordinance:

 Section 5.28, Table 5.28-1, to allow a west side yard setback of 5 feet instead of the
minimum least side yard setback of 7 feet, a variance of 2 feet, and

 Section 5.28, Table 5.28-1, to allow a rear setback of 5.5 feet instead of the minimum
of 25 feet, a variance of 19.5 feet.

RECOMMENDED CONDITION ON APPROVAL:
 No future upward expansion within 25 feet of the rear lot line.

BACKGROUND:
Andy Avery of Ashby Builders has applied on behalf of Brian and Amy Steketee, the owners of
551 Belvedere Drive, SE, for a zoning variance at that address, which is located in the R-2 zone.
The Steketees are working with 42 North Architects as well. The requested setbacks are the
existing setbacks of the detached accessory garage-guest room building. The applicants are
proposing a small home addition consisting of a mudroom, powder room, and hallway, which
will connect the home and the accessory building, creating a single principal building. This then
makes the attached garage area of the combined building subject to the more restrictive setback
requirements that are applicable to the principal building on a residential site. To do so requires
the variances that are listed above.

The house was constructed in 1929. In 1994, the present detached garage building was
constructed, also including a covered arcade, a pool equipment storage room, a sauna, a
bathroom, and a guest room, as permitted by the zoning ordinance at that time. (Incidentally, if
the current variance application is approved, the existing legal nonconforming use of the
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accessory building – sleeping accommodations – will be eliminated by incorporating the guest
room into the principal structure.) At the same time as the garage building was constructed, an
architecturally integrated 6’-8” high brick wall was added to join the garage to the house, and a
similar wall enclosed the rear of the paved courtyard and an outdoor hot tub. The excess wall
height was approved by variance July 19, 1993. (A variance to exceed the 12-foot maximum
height on the garage was denied, and the garage was built to conform.) The brick privacy walls
are proposed to remain as part of the current remodel, and the home addition with a ridge height
of approximately 14.5 feet is to be built in this courtyard. Visually, only the roof of the addition
will be seen from the front and rear perspectives. The wall adjoining the front of the garage will
be incorporated into the structure.

The property is located on the north side of Belvedere Drive in the Fisk Lake Gardens
subdivision. The lot is a rectangular, conforming lot consisting of 11,787 square feet in area,
with a lot width and frontage of 102.5 feet. The applicants also own an adjoining non-
conforming 70-foot-wide, 8,071 square foot lot immediately to the east. It contains only a
decorative “belvedere” structure at the rear. According to our zoning ordinance, these two
parcels are treated as one lot for zoning purposes. Regardless, the project meets all other
dimensional zoning requirements, including lot coverage, without considering the additional lot.

There may be some concern regarding the potential for future upward expansion of the garage
area that sits within 5.5 feet of the rear lot line. As part of the principal building the maximum
allowable height is increased to the lesser of 2½ stories or 35 feet in height, whereas detached
accessory buildings are limited to 16 feet in height, and are therefore allowed to be closer to
property lines. Staff has recommended a “no upward expansion” condition (listed on the
previous page) to address this concern. The concern is not as great along the west side lot line,
because there is already an existing 5 foot setback where 7 feet is the requirement for the
principal building on a site, and our ordinance allows upward expansion in cases in which the
setback of a building is nonconforming by fifty percent or less of the distance required by the
ordinance.

____________________________
Brian Donovan, City Manager









UNPARALLELED DESIGN
-

UNPRECEDENTED SERVICE

Sheet No.

A-1

Job No.

15.015B

Review Set: 11.25.15

Permit Set:

Construction Set:

Revisions:

Drawn By: BCC

Checked By:

Sheet Title:

Proposed Floor Plans

Brian & Amy Steketee
Addition / Renovation
551 Belvedere Drive S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI.  49506

© Copyright 2015 42 North, LLC
expressly reserves the common law 
copyright and other property rights in 
these plans.  These plans are not to be 
reproduced, changed or copied in any 
form or manner whatsoever.  Nor are 
they to be assigned to any third party 
without first obtaining the express 
written permission and consent of 
42 North, LLC.

a r c h i t e c t s

616 . 340 . 8047
www.42northarchitects.com

99 Monroe Ave. NW
Grand Rapids, MI  49503

42° 57' N   85° 37' W

W
.C
.

FIRST FLOOR PLAN
SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"

EX. STEEL BEAM ABOVE

LOCKERS

P.R.W.I.C.

A
RC
A
D
E

EXISTING TERRACE - PATCH &
REPAIR TERRACE AS REQUIRE
AROUND NEW CONSTRUCTION 
AREA TYPICAL

EX. HOUSE
REMAIN AS IS (U.N.O.)

EX. GARAGE
REMAIN AS IS (U.N.O.)

EX. POOL EQ.
REMAIN AS IS

EX. BATH
REMAIN AS IS

EX. GUEST RM.
REMAIN AS IS

EX. SAUNA
REMAIN AS IS

EXISTING ARCADE TO BE 
ENCLOSED WITH NEW WALL

PROPERTY LINE

EX
. 5

'-0
" E

AS
EM

EN
T

UTIL. EASEMENT LINE

6"
EX

IS
TI

NG
 ±

 3
4'-

0"
(V

.I.
F.

)

EXISTING ± 26'-0" (V.I.F.)

2'-0"3'-0" MIN. SETBACK

EXISTING 5'-0" (V.I.F.)

SETBACK LINE

DASHED LINE INDICATES
COLONNADE TO BE REMOVED EX. TERRACE

SITE PLAN
Scale: 1:20

EXISTING HOUSE

EXISTING GARAGE

EXISTING
SHED

EXISTING TERRACE
PAVERS (SEMI-PERVIOUS SURFACE)

AREA OF CONSTRUCTION -
BACK HALL ADDITION

EXISTING  DRIVE
PAVERS (SEMI-PERVIOUS)

BELVEDERE DRIVE S.E.

5'-
0"

EXISTING 5' UTILITY EASEMENT LINE

PROPERTY LINE

5'-
0"

6"

3'-0"

2'-0"

EX. 5'-0" (V.I.F.)

3' MIN. SETBACK
FOR EX. GARAGE

102.5' 70.0'

172.5'

115
.0

'

115
.0

'

115
.0

'

172.5'

102.5' 70.0'

EX. MASONRY WALL

EX. IN-GROUND
HOT TUB

LOT AREA 40 & 41:  11,787.5 SQ. FT.

LOT 40 LOT 41 LOT 42

EX. SIDEYARD WALK
FIELD STONE LOOSELY LAY - 
(SEMI-PERVIOUS SURFACE)

EX. PATIO
EX. MABLE TILE
(IMPERVIOUS
SURFACE)

LOT AREA 42:  8,050 SQ. FT.

EX. CONC. FRONT PORCH

3' WIDE CONC.
APRON

6' WIDE CONC. SIDEWALK

EX. ENTRY WALK
PAVERS - (SEMI-PERVIOUS 
SURFACE)

LOT DESCRIPTION:
LOTS 40, 41, & 42, FISK LAKE GARDEN SUBDIVISION, IN THE CITY OF
EAST GRAND RAPIDS, KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ACCORDING TO
THE RECORDED PLAT THEREOF IN LIBER 36 PLATS, PAGE 13, EXCEPT
THE WEST 37 1/2 FEET OF SAID LOT 40.

PROPERTY ADDRESS:
551 BELVEDERE DRIVE S.E.

MAXIMUM LOT COVERAGE:

3,407 SF HOUSE/GARAGE/ADDITION: IMPERVIOUS @ 100% = 3,407 SF
1,252 SF DRIVE: SEMI-PERVIOUS SURFACE @ 50% = 626 SF 
114.6 SF ENTRY WALK: SEMI-PERVIOUS SURFACE @ 50% = 57.3 SF
859.3 SF REAR TERRACE:  SEMI-PERVIOUS SURFACE @ 50% = 429.7 SF
388.2 SF SIDEYARD PATH:  SEMI-PERVIOUS SURFACE @ 50% = 194.1 SF

TOTAL IMPERVIOUS SURFACE: 4,714.1 SF

LOT SIZE (SF) MAXIMUM IMPERVIOUS  SURFACE
FROM TABLE 5.28.1a @ 45% MAX. IMPERVIOUS SURFACE
LOT 40 & 41 = 11,787.5 SF  ACTUAL ~ 4,714.1 < ALLOWED 5304.4 SF 

(COMPLIES - ACTUAL IMPERVIOUS SURFACE @ 
40% OF LOT 40 & 41)



UNPARALLELED DESIGN
-

UNPRECEDENTED SERVICE

Sheet No.

A-2

Job No.

15.015B

Review Set: 11.25.15

Permit Set:

Construction Set:

Revisions:

Drawn By: RAL

Checked By:

Sheet Title:

Proposed Elevations

Brian & Amy Steketee
Addition / Renovation
551 Belvedere Drive S.E.
Grand Rapids, MI.  49506

© Copyright 2015 42 North, LLC
expressly reserves the common law 
copyright and other property rights in 
these plans.  These plans are not to be 
reproduced, changed or copied in any 
form or manner whatsoever.  Nor are 
they to be assigned to any third party 
without first obtaining the express 
written permission and consent of 
42 North, LLC.

a r c h i t e c t s

616 . 340 . 8047
www.42northarchitects.com

99 Monroe Ave. NW
Grand Rapids, MI  49503

42° 57' N   85° 37' W

W.I.C. ADDITION UNDER SEPERATE BUILDING PERMITAREA FOR VARIANCE

FRONT ELEVATION
SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"

WD. SHAKE SHINGLES
TO MATCH EXISTING TYP.

INSTALL ICE & WATER 
SHIELD PER CODE (R905)

CONT. METAL
DRIP EDGE (TYP.)

5/4x6 FASCIA BD. OVER
5/4x8 FRIEZE BD. W/
3/8" SOFFIT (TYP.)
MATCH EXISTING
(VENT PER CODE)

HARDIEPANEL - STUCCO
W/ 5/4"x8" TRIM BDS. TYP. - 
FINISH TO MATCH FINISH 
ON REAR OF HOUSE

CROWN MOLDING TO
MATCH EXISTING TYP.

FLASHING TYP.

5/4"x8" SKIRT BD - 
FINISH TO MATCH
EXISTING HOUSE TYP.

EXISTING MASONRY WALL
& CAP TO REMAIN

W.I.C. ADDITION UNDER SEPERATE BUILDING PERMIT AREA FOR VARIANCE

REAR ELEVATION
SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"

WD. SHAKE SHINGLES
TO MATCH EXISTING TYP.

INSTALL ICE & WATER 
SHIELD PER CODE (R905)

CONT. METAL
DRIP EDGE (TYP.)

5/4x6 FASCIA BD. OVER
5/4x8 FRIEZE BD. W/
3/8" SOFFIT (TYP.)
MATCH EXISTING
(VENT PER CODE)

HARDIEPANEL - STUCCO
W/ 5/4"x8" TRIM BDS. TYP. - 
FINISH TO MATCH FINISH 
ON REAR OF HOUSE

CROWN MOLDING TO
MATCH EXISTING TYP.

FLASHING TYP.

5/4"x8" SKIRT BD - 
FINISH TO MATCH
EXISTING HOUSE TYP.

AREA FOR VARIANCE

TERRACE ELEVATION
SCALE: 1/4" = 1'-0"

HARDIEPANEL - STUCCO
W/ 5/4"x8" TRIM BDS. TYP. - 
FINISH TO MATCH FINISH 
ON REAR OF HOUSE

FLASHING TYP.

5/4"x8" SKIRT BD - 
FINISH TO MATCH
EXISTING HOUSE TYP.









PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COMMISSION 
CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS 

 
Regular Meeting Held January 4, 2016 

 
 
 
Mayor Seibold called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at the East Grand Rapids 
Community Center and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
Present:  Commissioners Dills, Duncan, Hamrick, Miller, Skaggs, Zagel and Mayor Seibold 
 
Absent:  None  
 
Also Present:  City Attorney Huff; City Manager Donovan; Assistant City Manager LaFave; Finance Director Mushong; City 

Clerk Brower  
 
 
 
 
2016-01. Peter Dimitrou, 2621 Inverness, was present to speak about climate change and asked the city to hold forums on 

this issue. 
 
2016-02. Mayor Seibold thanked Commissioner Hamrick for her assistance with a breakfast for public safety employees 

working on January 1. 
 
2016-03. Duncan-Miller.  To approve the consent agenda as follows: 
 

2016-03-A. To approve the minutes of the regular meeting held December 21, 2015. 
 

2016-03-B. Report of Finance Committee on disbursement of funds:  payroll disbursements of $201,773.62; county and 
school disbursements of $381,939.21, and total remaining disbursements of $610,344.10. 

 
2016-03-C. A contract with All Around Excavating of Grant, Michigan in the amount of $5,510.00 for the repair of a 

section of storm sewer at Manhattan Park. 
 

2016-03-D. The Public Works Department’s mid-year Goals and Statistics Report. 
 

Yeas: Dills, Duncan, Hamrick, Miller, Skaggs, Zagel and Seibold – 7 
Nays: -0- 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m., subject to the call of the Mayor until January 18, 2016. 

 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Karen K. Brower, City Clerk 

 



To Protect, To Be Safe, To Be Friendly, Fair, and Ethical 

 
 
 

M e m o r a n d u m 
 
 
Date:  January 18, 2016 
 
To:  Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners 
 
From:  Mark Herald, Director of Public Safety 
 
Subject: Purchase of Five (5) Sets of Turn-out Gear  
 
 
Action Requested: That the City Commission authorize the purchase of five sets of turn-out 

gear from Apollo Fire Equipment located in Romeo, Michigan for the 
amount of $9,130.00. 

 
Background: Each officer is issued one set (i.e., a pair of bunker pants, suspenders and 

a coat) of firefighting turn-out gear.   The majority of assigned turn-out 
gear is 8 to 12 years old and is in need of replacement due to wear or 
having exceeded the 10 year recommended replacement date 
established by National Fire Protection Agency (NFPA) Standard 1851.  
The Department has established a replacement schedule to purchase 5 
sets of turn-out gear per year for the next 5 fiscal years.  $9,800.00 for 
this purchase exists in the FY 2015/16 Capital Budget General Fund 
Account 101-345-9700.    I recommend purchase of the turnout gear from 
Apollo Fire Equipment as it meets our standards and is the low bid. 

 
Vendor: Number:  Unit Cost:  Total Cost: 

      
Apollo 5 Sets X $1,826.00 = $9,130.00 

Douglass 5 Sets X $1,947.47 = $9,737.35 
Fire Dex 5 Sets X $2,085.00 = $10,425.00 

 
 The Finance Committee has reviewed this report and found it in order. 
 

 Approved:  ___________________________________  
                  Brian Donovan, City Manager 
Attachments 
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DOUG LA FAVE 
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners 
FROM: Doug La Fave, Assistant City Manager 
DATE:  12/17/2015 
 
RE:   LED Lighting Retrofits for FY 15/16 
 
Action Requested:   That the City Commission approve LED retrofitting of existing streetlights 
located on Edgemere Dr, San Lu Rae Dr, San Lucia Dr, Wealthy St.-Gaslight Village, and the 
Community Center with the purchase of the LED retrofits from Graybar of Belleville, MI (through 
U.S. Communities Purchasing Consortium) and installation from Ada Electric of Grand Rapids, MI.  
 
Background:   The City has planned for LED retrofits to existing City owned street and facility 
lighting over the next several years in the Capital Improvement Plan.  City staff has worked through 
U.S. Communities National Cooperative Purchasing Program for a proposal for LED retrofits.  This 
is a competitive bidding cooperative, similar to the MiDeal program, where purchasing contracts are 
available to members.  The Parks and Recreation Department has activated membership and 
purchased through U.S. Communities consortium in the past.    
 
The proposed LED lighting retrofits for the current fiscal year are: Edgemere Dr, San Lu Rae Dr, San 
and Lucia Dr (Qty 15), Wealthy St.-Gaslight Village (Qty 20) and the Community Center (Qty 15) 
 
City staff received three (3) proposals for the installation of the LED retrofits: 
 
Vendor/Contractor:   Product/Service:  Cost: 
Graybar (U.S. Communities)  LED light retrofits  $23,548.70 + Shipping 
Ada Electric    Electrical Installation  $3,840 
Windemuller Electric   Electrical Installation  $4,325 
Ward Electric    Electrical Installation  $9,986 
 
The total project cost with installation (low proposal) is $27,388.70, compared to the budgeted 
amount of $32,500. The projected total energy savings from the existing light fixtures to the LED 
retrofits is $2,009 annually.  The projected maintenance savings is estimated at $3,000 annually.  The 
City is also eligible for a one time estimated rebate from Consumers of $1,633.  After the rebate, 
annual projected energy and maintenance savings, the estimated payback is 5.14 years. 
 
This has been reviewed by the Finance Committee and found to be in order. 
 
________________________ 
Brian Donovan, City Manager 



LIBRARY COMMISSION 
September 28, 2015 

Room 107 
 
Present: Micki Benz, Betsy Brown, Carol Donovan, Claudine Duncan, Judy Freeman, Dawn Lewis, Ellen 
Schendel 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 

1. Minutes of April 27, 2016 approved unanimously. 
 

2. Friends of the Library Report—Ellen Schendel 
 

a. The friends are busily preparing a new logo and website as part of their branding 
campaign. 

b. The semi-annual book sale will be November 20-22. Group agreed to sponsor “BOOK 
SALE” signs in their yards to promote the sale. 

c. Discussion of items the Friends group has funded this past year. 
d. Discussion about KDL’s Literary Libations—a fundraising event—for which the Friends 

purchased tickets/sponsored a table. 
 

3. Branch Manager’s Report—Dawn Lewis  
a. Review of Summer Reading Program—2000 more people participated in the program 

this year than in 2014. 
b. The library participated in Taste of East, an event that raised over 6K. 
c. The Friends funded a 360 degree digital tour of the library; it will be going up on the 

library’s website soon. 
d. New ILS computer system is in, and people are adjusting to it.  
e. Library of Michigan is updating servers for MEL November 18-December 18. 
f. KDL is ensuring upgrades for the branches in terms of internet access. Every branch will 

have fiber and a backup system. 
g. Circulating iPads has been going quite well. 
h. KDL has a new position—Director of Innovation and User Experience. This position will 

leverage the Maker Labs and work with the technical advisory board on programming. 
  

4. Old Business—none 
 

5. New Business 
a. Election of new officers for 2015- 2016 

i. Carol Donovan elected unanimously as Chair 
ii. Micki Benz elected unanimously as Vice Chair 

iii. Ellen Schendel elected unanimously as Secretary 
 

6. Public Comment—none 
 

7. Adjournment 
 
 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

City of East Grand Rapids, Michigan 

November 10, 2015 

East Grand Rapids Community Center – Commission Chambers 

Present:  Chairman John Barbour, Commissioners John Arendshorst, Kevin Brant, David 

DeVelder, Jeff Dills, Sara Lachman and Mary Mapes.  

Absent:  Commissioners Tom Getz and Jeff Olsen 

Also Present:  Assistant City Manager Doug La Fave, City Zoning Administrator Tom Faasse, 

City Attorney John Huff and Recording Secretary Lynda Taylor 

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Barbour called the meeting to order at 5:36 PM.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – MAY 12, 2015

A motion was made by Commissioner Dills and supported by Commissioner Brant to

approve the minutes as written.

Yeas:  Commissioners Arendshorst, Barbour, Brant, DeVelder, Dills and Mapes– 6

Nays:  -0-

Commissioner Lachman arrived at 5:38 PM. 

3. REZONING OF 610 LOVETT AVENUE, S.E. (COIFFETERIA)

Zoning Administrator Tom Faasse explained that a request for rezoning is a request for a

map amendment to the zoning ordinance. The Planning Commission conducts a review and

discussion session of the application, offers feedback to the applicant and sets a public

hearing to be held at a future meeting after notification is sent to property owners within 300

feet.

The request for 610 Lovett Avenue is to rezone the property from R-3 Single Family to C-1

Commercial.  The owner of the property, Marielle Shuster, owns and operates a beauty salon,

Coiffeteria, in the building which originally was a two-family residence.

Mr. Faasse reviewed the four guidelines regarding amendments to the text of the zoning

ordinance or to the zoning map which are governed by Chapter 50, Article 13.

1. Whether or not the proposed rezoning is consistent with the goals, policies and future

land use map of the City of East Grand Rapids Master Plan; or if conditions have



 2 

changed significantly since the Master Plan was adopted, consistency with recent 

development trends in the area. 

Mr. Faasse's comment:  The Gaslight Village Subarea Master Plan Amendment 

which was adopted in 2006 recommends that the area on the east side Lovett north of 

Wealthy Street should be designated "to promote low intensity office and boutique 

retail uses, but only if incorporated into structures that also contain residential uses.  

This area was to serve as a transitional area between Gaslight Village and the mixed-

density, all-residential areas that lie to the north and west.  The trend being observed 

in this area is more upscale single family housing.  There are six or so surviving legal, 

non-conforming uses where there is a two-family or three-family use on a lot.  The 

City Commission recently denied a variance request to tear down a single-family 

home and replace a new duplex. 

 

2. Whether the proposed district and the uses allowed are compatible with the site's 

physical, geological, hydrological and other environmental features.  The potential 

uses allowed in the proposed zoning district shall also be compatible with 

surrounding uses in terms of land suitability, impacts on the community, density, 

potential influence on property values and traffic impacts. 

 

Mr. Faasse's comment:  There isn't a great deal of concern since the site is similar to 

other commercial sites in the area.   

 

3. Whether, if rezoned, the site is capable of accommodating the uses allowed, 

considering existing or planned infrastructure including streets, sanitary sewers, 

storm sewer, water, sidewalks, and street lighting.   

 

Mr. Faasse's comment:  All of these items are in place. 

 

4. Other factors deemed appropriate by the Planning Commission or City Commission. 

 

Mr. Faasse reviewed a table showing the schedule of uses in the commercial district and 

noted that some uses are permitted on upper floors, but are not permitted on the ground floor. 

 

Commissioner Brant asked what triggered the rezoning.  Mr. Faasse responded that the 

applicant had requested it.  He explained that an applicant in this position could apply for a 

new variance for the property instead of a rezoning, but if they wanted any kind of change, 

they would have to come back to the City Commission for a modification of the variance.  

With a rezoning, that is not necessary.   

 

Commissioner DeVelder asked about any big differences if changed to commercial from 

residential.  City Attorney Huff said the difference is the use itself is permitted if it is on the 

list.  With the variance, every category and every change would require a hearing. 

 

Commissioner Dills asked if a change to commercial would require a review of ADA 

compliance.  Mr. Faasse explained that this would only be required if changes were made to 

the building. 

 

Chairman Barbour invited the applicant, Marielle Shuster and her representative, Catherine 

Jacobs, to present any information they felt the commission should hear.   
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Ms. Jacobs gave some details about the current easement agreement between Ms. Shuster 

and Mr. Hoffman who owns Hoffman Jewelers.  She said the agreement is one that runs with 

the land whether as it is now, or with a different zoning designation. 

 

Ms.  Jacobs explained that the application was precipitated when Ms. Shuster was going 

through the process of repairing some damage to the building.  The contractor found out 

from the City that a variance had been granted to Coiffeteria to operate with three chairs only 

on the main floor.  When Ms. Shuster purchased the property, the previous owners were 

operating on both floors.  The variance had not been addressed in the purchase agreement 

and for ten years Ms. Shuster has been operating outside of her variance.  In an effort to 

clean up the issues, it was decided to change from R3 to commercial zoning which might 

have a better value if sold. 

 

Commissioner Mapes asked what would happen if the rezoning was not approved.  Ms. 

Jacobs responded that they would ask for a variance to allow the number of chairs currently 

in place on both floors.   

 

Commissioner Mapes asked if there was any benefit to the City as far as increased taxes or 

an assessment change.  Attorney Huff answered that there might be some increase in value, 

but did not think it would be anything substantial. 

 

Chairman Barbour requested comments from the commissioners. 

 

 Commissioner Arendshorst:  Said the area is very commercial, the property has been 

used as commercial for 35 years and there are no records of complaints from 

neighbors.  He did not have any commercial use that he would be uncomfortable 

with. 

 Commissioner Lachman:  Thanked Ms. Shuster for being an excellent contributor to 

the vibrancy of Gaslight Village.  She was surprised by the property rezoning request 

because she had assumed it was commercial. 

 Commissioner Mapes:  Agreed with Commissioner Lachman and because of the size 

limitations, did not see anything negative about zoning the property as commercial 

even if it did change use in the future 

 Commissioner DeVelder:  Changing to commercial zoning made sense.  He said it 

was a beautiful building and that Ms. Shuster had done a nice job with it. 

 Commissioner Brant:  Changing zoning to commercial would increase the buildable 

area of the lot and would add a lot of land value to the property.  He had no objection 

to rezoning. 

 Commissioner Dills:  He was on the Planning Commission when the Master Plan was 

approved and when revisions were made to the subarea master plan.  In the subarea 

master plan the area on the east side of Lovett, north of Wealthy, was zoned as the 

potential expansion of the commercial district.   The variance request for a multi-

family home where a single family home exists was denied in part by the change in 

the neighborhood and immediate street.  Some beautiful homes have been built on the 

west side of Lovett, fit in perfectly with the neighborhood and have raised property 

values in that area.  It seems logical to rezone the property to commercial.  He would 

not want to see any use that would generate high volume or high traffic.   

 Commissioner Lachman:  The market will dictate commercial use in the sense that if 

it comes before the City Commission for site plan review, the only use that would 
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make sense would be a use that can be accommodated with the parking that's 

available which is relatively limited.   

 Chairman Barbour:  The property is in the commercial core of the subarea map.  He 

would not want to see a new use that changed the intensity of the use, but is 

comfortable at this point that there are safeguards in the future process to prevent 

that.  The 2006 subarea revision was very specifically on Lovett on the east side.  

That subarea plan called for high density residential, such as townhouses and multi-

family, however, there have been several single family, high quality tear-down and 

rebuilds.  He said it was clear that the single family homes across the street have 

marketability while this business conducts itself. 

 

 

4. SET PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR 610 LOVETT AVENUE, S.E. (COIFFETERIA) 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Lachman and supported by Commissioner 

Arendshorst set a public hearing for December 8, 2015 to consider the rezoning of 610 

Lovett Avenue, S.E. (Coiffeteria) as submitted. 

 

 

5. REPORT OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

 

 Commissioner Dills reported the following: 

 

 A lot of work has been done on City roads because the street millage was approved by 

voters.  Grinding and resurfacing was done to several streets through the Kent County 

bidding process.  Because of the pricing, the city was able to do approximately 50% more 

streets than anticipated with the money that was allocated.  Spray patching was done by 

city crews. 

 Sidewalk repairs have been done by grinding the squares to make them level and 

eliminate trip hazards.  Because of the cost effectiveness of the grinding process, the city 

is able to do miles compared to just sections of replacements. 

 Water main replacements were done on San Jose and Audobon because of emergency 

repairs needed this summer. 

 Several variances have been before the City Commission since the last Planning 

Commission meeting. 

 A lot split at 2119 Lake Drive (Keystone Church) was approved. 

 The lot coverage ordinance amendment was approved with changes to the Planning 

Commission's recommendation.  Instead of  60% coverage for smaller lots a 50% total lot 

coverage was approved. 

 An acquisition of property from East Grand Rapids Schools was approved.  This is a 

section about 15 feet by 320 feet which is the right of way property at the middle school 

starting at Lakeside and Breton going east on the north side of the road.  The land was 

acquired for $1.00.  Changes will be made to the intersection next summer and the 

property was needed to make the lanes proper width and safe for vehicles and bikes in 

order to receive Federal funding. 

 Election results:  Voted back into office were Mayor Amna Seibold and City 

Commissioner Brian Miller.  New Commissioners:  Ward 1 – Chad Zagel and Ward 2 – 

Karey Hamrick. 
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Assistant City Manager Doug La Fave added: 

 

 The culvert and boardwalk projects were completed this summer.  They were completed 

early and under budget. 

 DTE Energy is doing some work at the intersection of Breton Road and Hall Street which 

may continue until November 20.  They are doing repairs to a vault at the end of 

Beechwood which has a 36" gas main. 

 

 

6. NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING DATE:  December 8, 2015 

 

 

7. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

 No public comment was given. 

 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

 The meeting was adjourned at 6:26 PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Lynda Taylor 

Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 



EAST GRAND RAPIDS 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

EGR COMMUNITY CENTER 
COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

6:00 PM 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2015 

 
The regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held in the City Commission 
Chambers in the East Grand Rapids Community Center. 
 
Stacey Wykoski called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
PRESENT:  Brad Andrzejewski, Judith Baxter, Mark Hessler, Brian Miller, Rick Sprague, Pam 

Witting and Stacey Wykoski 
ABSENT: Dirk Buth and Carol Campbell  
STAFF: Fred Bunn, Susan Perry and Diane Ritzke  
 
Report of Commissioners  
Judith Baxter – Congratulated Director Fred Bunn on his World Championship win in the Men’s 50-
54 Duathlon competition held in Adelaide, Australia; what a tremendous accomplishment.  She said 
she was always proud to know him as the Director of Parks and Recreation Department but also is 
very proud to know him as a World Champion. She also thanked Commissioners and staff for 
another great year, really enjoys the comradery on this Commission and thinks the work this 
Commission and staff accomplish is tremendous.  Kudos to Commissioners and staff for another 
great year. 
Brian Miller – Congrats to Fred on his World Championship win.  Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year to all. 
Rick Sprague - none 
Brad Andrzejewski – Fantastic job Fred on the World Championship win.  Christmas Tree Lighting 
event was great!  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all. 
Pam Witting – Congrats on being a great Director of Parks and Recreation and a great World 
Champion.   
Mark Hessler – Congrats to Fred on World Championship win.  Reported the Winter Sports season is 
underway for the EGR High School.  The EGR track will be resurfaced this spring after the 
Huntington Reeds Lake Run. 
Stacey Wykoski – Congrats to Fred on World Championship win.  Thanked the City for the press 
releases on this.  She confirmed date of June 4, 2015 for the Huntington Reeds Lake Run as school is 
not out yet. Thanked Commissioners for all their work this year and wished all a Happy Holiday 
Season. 
 
Minutes for the September 14, 2015 Parks and Recreation Commission meeting were presented for 
approval.  A motion was made to approve the minutes for the September 14, 2015 Parks and 
Recreation Commission meeting. 
MOTION: Judith Baxter 
SUPPORT: Brian Miller 
YES: Andrzejewski, Baxter, Hessler, Miller, Sprague, Witting and Wykoski (7) 
NO:  (0) 
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Director Fred Bunn reported on the Special Event Calendar for 2016. The Gaslight Criterium has 
been notified they cannot host their event in East Grand Rapids in 2016 due to road construction.  
Their spot will be held for 2017 if they choose to apply. 
 
Special Event Permit Applications were submitted for approval for the following events: 

a. Reeds Lake Trailblazer, July 4, 2016 
b. Rhoades McKee Reeds Lake Triathlon/Duathlon, September 10, 2016 
c. Tree Lighting – November 25, 2016 

Fred commented on the following: 
• Reeds Lake Trailblazer, course may be changed due to road construction. 
• Rhoades McKee Reeds Lake Triathlon/Duathlon, the route will be similar to the route used 

this year.  The format for this event will now offer Sprint and Olympic distances which is 
standard for Triathlons and Duathlons. 

A motion was made to approve the Special Event Permits for the following: 
a. Reeds Lake Trailblazer, July 4, 2016 
b. Rhoades McKee Reeds Lake, September 10, 2016 
c. Tree Lighting – November 25, 2016 

MOTION: Judith Baxter 
SUPPORT: Pam Witting 
YES: Andrzejewski, Baxter, Hessler, Miller, Sprague, Witting and Wykoski (7) 
NO:  (0) 
 
Director’s Report 
Fred Bunn, Director of Parks and Recreation reported on the following: 

• Congratulated Brian Miller who won his City Commission seat for another term.  He 
reported Mayor Seibold was re-elected for another term and newcomers to the City 
Commission are Chad Zagel and Karey Hamrick. 

• Sabo Public Relations firm had previously assigned Amy Snow Buckner to work 
with the City but Amy has left her post to work with Grand Rapids Mayor Rosalynn 
Bliss.  Brian Greenleaf has now been assigned by Sabo to work with the City.  He 
will be working with different departments and will assist the Parks and Recreation 
staff with marketing and sponsorships. 

• Recycling - City staff has been reviewing options for recycling in the City.  Private 
contractors have been researched but staff has determined this will be quite 
expensive.  The City has reached out to Kent County to partner on this.  Staff is 
researching this option. 

• The School District with their bond issue is working on entrances and security at all 
schools, with that all the key access points at all doors in the school district are being 
changed out.  They are getting away from all crash bars so if a building needs to be 
locked down they can do so.  All of this will be done electronically.  Staff is working 
with staff from the schools to schedule open and close times for the pools and 
athletic events as well as special events.   

 
Pam Witting thanked Susan, Diane, Betsy, Pam, Shannyn, Rachel, Phil, Chad, Ryan, Astrida and 
Cindy for all their hard work in the Department.  
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The meeting was adjourned @ 6:24 pm. 
MOTION: Judith Baxter 
SUPPORT: Rick Sprague 
YES: Andrzejewski, Baxter, Hessler, Miller, Sprague, Witting and Wykoski (7) 
NO: (0) 
 
 
 
12/16/15 
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