
CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held on the application of Dan and Jill
Willey, the owners of 2624 Richards Drive, SE, to consider three
zoning variances at that address. The applicants wish to
reconstruct their detached garage, which was destroyed by a falling
tree last winter, with a garage of the same dimensions and in the
same location as the existing garage. The current garage is
nonconforming with today’s zoning requirements, having a setback of
1.0 feet at the narrowest point in the rear (south) and a setback
of 1.3 feet on the side (east) instead of the required minimum
setbacks of 3.0 feet as required for detached accessory buildings.
The requested rear variance is 2.0 feet and the requested side
variance is 1.7 feet, both pursuant to Section 5.70A7 of the East
Grand Rapids Zoning Ordinance. They also request relief from
Section 5.113A2a, which requires that if a nonconforming structure
is damaged to an extent of more than 60 percent of its replacement
value, it may be reconstructed only in conformance with current
zoning ordinance requirements.

The application and plans may be viewed on the following pages
or in person at the Public Works Administration and Engineering
office at the Community Center.

The City Commission welcomes your views in this matter. You may
express your views at the scheduled meeting or by writing to the
Mayor and City Commission at 750 Lakeside Drive, SE, East Grand
Rapids, Michigan 49506 or by email to the City Clerk at
kbrower@eastgr.org. To be included in the hearing, written
communications must contain the sender’s name and address.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact
the undersigned at 940-4817, or tfaasse@eastgr.org.

DATE: Monday, June 6, 2016
TIME: 6:00 p.m.
PLACE: East Grand Rapids Community Center, Commission Chambers

750 Lakeside Drive, SE,
East Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Thomas A. Faasse
Zoning Administrator







2624 Richards
Variance Narrative

On Friday, February 19 a large portion of a tree in our backyard fell on our garage (image of the accident

can be found below).

As we began the process of wanting to replace the garage/structure in the exact same spot with the

exact same specifications we learned the structure is now non-conforming. It has come to our attention

the original garage was within a Consumers Energy easement therefore building a new garage in the

exact same location within our property with the exact same specifications of the garage now no longer

meets zoning ordinance.

We wish the city to approve rebuilding the nonconforming structure within the same footprint as it was

prior to the accident, including…

 Relief from EGR Zoning Ordinance Section 5.70A7, for a rear garage setback of 1.0 feet at the
narrowest point instead of 3.0 feet, a variance of 2.0 feet, and

 Relief from EGR Zoning Ordinance Section 5.70A7, for an east/side garage setback of 1.3 feet at
the narrowest point instead of 3.0 feet, a variance of 1.7 feet.

 Relief from Section 5.113A2a to reconstruct garage in the same non-conforming location in spite
of damage exceeding 60% of replacement value.

If we are unable to receive approval of the variance we would be faced with several additional issues.

Specifically, if the garage were to be moved we would need to potentially replace the foundation,

driveway, deck and reduce our already small backyard – all of these expenses are not covered by

insurance and that we cannot afford. In addition, if we were to move the garage we would then be

violating other zoning regulations/codes.

Sincerely,

Dan Willey










