
CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS
PLANNING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held during the regularly scheduled
meeting of the East Grand Rapids Planning Commission, listed below,
on the application of Calvin College for a special land use
designation for the area of the campus that is in the City of East
Grand Rapids. No new development is proposed at this time, but the
college is proposing to use the existing “Ravenswood” house at 3222
Lake Drive SE for theme-centered student group housing for eight
students and a live-in mentor. This use and the other existing
campus uses, including athletic fields, are technically
nonconforming with the existing R-1 Single Family zoning
designation, and they are uses that are not specifically listed in
the zoning ordinance. A special land use designation will better
align the existing situation with the zoning ordinance and will
provide a process for any future requests. As is permitted in the
zoning ordinance, the Director of Public Works has determined that
the existing uses are in the “Public and Institutional” category
and that they are similar to the “Private and Parochial Schools”
use, which may be permitted in all residential zones as special
land uses. Following the hearing, the Planning Commission shall
make a recommendation to the City Commission to approve, approve
with conditions, or deny the special land use designation. This
hearing is held pursuant to the requirements of Article 11 of the
East Grand Rapids Zoning Ordinance.

The application and plans may be viewed on the following pages, or
at the Public Works Administration and Engineering office.

The Planning Commission welcomes your views in this matter. You may
comment at the scheduled meeting or write to the Planning
Commission, 750 Lakeside Drive, SE, East Grand Rapids, Michigan
49506, or send an email to the recording secretary, Lynda Taylor,
at ltaylor@eastgr.org. To be included in the hearing, written
communications must contain the sender’s name and address.
Questions regarding this application may be directed to the Zoning
Administrator at (616)940-4817, or by email to tfaasse@eastgr.org.

DATE: Tuesday, June 14, 2016
TIME: 5:30 p.m.
PLACE: East Grand Rapids Community Center, Commission Chambers

750 Lakeside Drive, SE, East Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Thomas A. Faasse
Zoning Administrator























CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS

ZONING ORDINANCE

SUMMARY OF PROCESS

TO ADD AN UNLISTED LAND USE TO THE ORDINANCE

 Applicant requests a certain land use

 Director determines that the use is not listed in the zoning ordinance for

any zoning district, either as a permitted use or as a special land use

 Director interprets that the use is similar to a listed use, but that the

proposed similar use is a special land use, not a use permitted by right

o Options:

 Apply to amend zoning ordinance – lengthy process and

special land use application required after that

 Apply for a Use Variance – not legally likely to succeed and not

flexible in the future

 Use “similar use” procedure in zoning ordinance, Section 5.75A

 Applicant applies for Special Land Use, which includes Site Plan Review

 Planning Commission holds a public hearing

 City Commission holds a public hearing

 If Special Use approved by Planning Commission and then by City

Commission, staff initiates zoning ordinance amendment to include new

land use

T. Faasse, Zoning Administrator, May, 2016


