
 

August 8, 2016 – 6:00 p.m. 
(EGR Community Center – 750 Lakeside Drive) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Call to Order  

2. Public Comment by persons in attendance.  

3. Report of Commissioners. 

4. Minutes of the regular meeting held June 13, 2016 (enclosed – approval requested).  

5. Nomination of Chair and Vice Chair for 2016/17 (action requested) 

6. Butterfly Garden Request (enclosed, presentation – action requested)  

7. Consider request to approve a Special Event Permit (enclosed – action requested). 

a. Reeds Lake Art Festival, June 17, 2017 

8. Report of Director 

 

 

*          *          * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City of East Grand Rapids 

Regular Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting 

Agenda 

The City will provide reasonable auxiliary aids for individuals requiring them for effective communication in programs and services of the City. 

Notice must be made to the City five (5) days prior to the program or service requesting the specific auxiliary aid. 

 



 

 

EAST GRAND RAPIDS 

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 

EGR COMMUNITY CENTER 

COMMISSION CHAMBERS 

6:00 PM 

MONDAY, JUNE 13, 2016 
 

The regular meeting of the Parks and Recreation Commission was held in the City Commission 

Chambers in the East Grand Rapids Community Center. 

 

Stacey Wykoski called the meeting to order at 6:08 pm. 

 

PRESENT:  Brad Andrzejewski, Judith Baxter, Carol Campbell, Mark Hessler, Pam Witting and  

Stacey Wykoski  

ABSENT: Dirk Buth, Brian Miller and Rick Sprague  

STAFF: Fred Bunn and Diane Ritzke  

 

Report of Commissioners  

Judith Baxter – Judith announced this is her last meeting as a Parks and Recreation Commissioner as 

the Mayor has not re-appointed her to the Commission.  She wanted to thank Fred Bunn for running 

a great Parks and Recreation Department and thinks it is the best Parks and Recreation Department in 

the state. She also extended her thanks to the Parks and Recreation staff for their hard work and 

dedication.  Judith remarked she was appointed in 1999 by Mayor Frey, she thanked Mayors Frey, 

Bartman and Seibold for giving her the opportunity to serve on this board for 17 years.  She also 

thanked former and current Parks and Recreation Commissioners who she served with.  She charged 

the Commission with keeping green spaces in the City. 

Brad Andrzejewski – Thanked Judith and Pam for their service on this commission.   

Mark Hessler – Thanked Judith and Pam for service on this commission.  Reported the EGR School 

Board has passed the budget for 2016/17.  The work at the High School Pool will start on June 13, 

2016 and the work at the High School Track will start the week of June 20, 2016. 

Pam Witting – Pam announced this is her last meeting as a Parks and Recreation Commissioner as 

Mayor Seibold did not re-appoint her for another term.  She wanted to thank Fred and the Parks and 

Recreation staff; she has found them to be open, fair, great listeners, great at responding to questions, 

very caring, innovative and progressive.  It has been refreshing working on a Commission that 

supports that kind of environment.  She thanked past and present commissioners as well. She 

commented she thinks meetings are fair, productive and fun, she hopes this environment continues 

for this Commission.  

Carol Campbell - none 

Stacey Wykoski – Thanked Judith and Pam for their service on the Parks and Recreation 

Commission and will miss their perspective. 

 

Minutes for the April 11, 2016 Parks and Recreation Commission meeting were presented for 

approval.  A motion was made to approve the minutes for the April 11, 2016 Parks and Recreation 

Commission meeting. 

MOTION: Judith Baxter 

SUPPORT: Pam Witting 

YES: Andrzejewski, Baxter, Campbell, Hessler, Witting, Wykoski (6) 

NO:  (0) 
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A presentation of service gifts was made to Pam Witting and Judith Baxter thanking them for their 

commitment and service on the Parks and Recreation Commission. 

 

Director’s Report 

Fred Bunn, Director of Parks and Recreation reported on the following: 

 Recycling – After meeting with City Manager Brian Donovan and Assistant City Manager 

Doug LaFave, it was decided the City will start a pilot recycling program that Kent County 

will help with. Kent County will send information on the types of containers that are 

available, the program will be limited to John Collins Park to start with, with the possibility 

of growing depending on how it goes. Fred will ask a representative from Kent County to 

come and explain the recycling program to the Commission sometime this Fall. 

 The Reeds Lake Art Fair will be held this Saturday, June 18, 2016 from 9am-4pm along 

Wealthy Street in Gaslight Village. 

 Concerts in the Park sponsored by United Bank will be starting tonight in John Collins Park.  

The six concert schedule will be held on Monday nights starting tonight and will continue 

thru July 25, 2016. 

 Movies in the Park will start on Friday, June 17, 2016.  Four movies are scheduled for the 

summer with one movie per month ending on Friday, September 16, 2016. 

 The Huntington Bank Reeds Lake Run was held on June 4, 2016 with a total of 1,847 

participants. 

 July 4th Parade – there will be a new parade route this year due to road construction on 

Lake/Breton/Lakeside.  The route is: Staging the parade on Sherman, going East on Wealthy 

to Lakeside, turning left on Lakeside past John Collins Park and ending near Lakeside and 

Reeds Lake Blvd. 

 

Carol Campbell brought up the following regarding Canepa Tennis Courts: 

 Reported there are pockmarks on the courts.  Fred reported staff is aware of this and Patty 

Temple from EGR Schools is meeting with the contractors and installers on this issue. 

 Reported the children attending the Woodcliff Child Care Program are playing on the tennis 

courts and pulling, pushing and bouncing on the nets.  These actions will destroy the nets.  

Fred will report this to the schools. 

 Inquired about the private lessons that are being offered on the EGR tennis courts.  Fred 

reported Parks and Recreation staff is working with Mickey Mikesell on both group lessons 

and private lessons. 

 

Stacey Wykoski inquired about the Flag Football Program using Mehney and Memorial Fields on 

Sundays this spring.  Fred reported this was a rental this year. 

 

Brad Andrejewski inquired about a request from a patron for more pool hours at Wealthy Pool.  Fred 

reported that staff has responded to the patron. 

 

The meeting was adjourned @ 6:59 pm. 

MOTION: Judith Baxter 

SUPPORT: Carol Campbell  

YES: Andrzejewski, Baxter, Campbell, Hessler, Witting, Wykoski (6) 

NO: (0) 
 
6/23/16  
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MEMORANDUM 

 

To: Parks & Recreation Commission 

From: Fred Bunn, Director of Parks and Recreation 

Date: August 3, 2016 

 

RE: Butterfly Garden Request 

 

Action Requested:  The Parks & Recreation Commission recommend approval to the city 

Commission for the installation of a butterfly garden on the Schroeder Park property. 

 

Background:  Janet Baxter along with several neighbors on the north side of Reeds Lake worked 

with various individuals to prepare a conceptual plan for a butterfly garden to be located on the 

Schroeder Park property.  The group of residents raised funds ($2,025) to purchase native plants and 

rocks to be installed by a group of 20 or more volunteer neighbors.  They also have one or two 

birdbaths that will be placed and maintained onsite.  The volunteer group would be responsible for 

the planting and maintaining the garden.  Once the plants are established the garden should thrive 

with very little care needed except from “mother nature”. 

 

Our Grounds Maintenance staff may need to cut some of the vegetation to prepare the various 

planting zones.  Currently the site is very thick with plant material and grasses which would make it 

difficult to plant the new plugs.  Brian Donovan and I have reviewed the concept plan and have 

agreed this would be a nice enhancement to the site.  The volunteer group understands there is no 

guarantee the plant material will survive and thrive on this site.  The plant selection will be based on 

sun and shade locations to maximize the chance for survival.  Included you will find a copy of the 

material and concept plan provided by Janet Baxter. 






















