
City of East Grand Rapids 
Regular City Commission Meeting 

Agenda 
 

The City will provide reasonable auxiliary aids for individuals requiring them for effective communication in programs and services of the City. 
Notice must be made to the City five (5) days prior to the program or service requesting the specific auxiliary aid. 

September 6, 2016 – 6:00 p.m. 
(EGR Community Center – 750 Lakeside Drive) 

 
 
 

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance. 

2. Public Comment by persons in attendance.  

3. Report of Mayor and City Commissioners. 

Regular Agenda Items 

4. Zoning variance hearing on the request of Stacy & Karl Roberts of 1118 Pinecrest to allow the replacement of the 
existing detached garage with side yard setback of 1.1’ instead of the required 3.0’ and a building separation of 7.3’ 
from the home instead of the required 10.0’.  POSTPONED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 19, 2016. 

5. Zoning variance hearing on the request of Joshua Hall of 653 Gladstone to allow the construction of a detached garage 
with a side yard setback of 1’ instead of the required 3.0’ and a rear yard setback of 2’ instead of the required 3’ (action 
requested –notices sent).  POSTPONED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 19, 2016. 

6. Zoning variance hearing on the request of David Emdin of 655 Gladstone to allow the construction of a detached 
garage with a side yard setback of 1’ instead of the required 3.0’ and a rear yard setback of 2’ instead of the required 3’ 
(action requested –notices sent).  POSTPONED UNTIL SEPTEMBER 19, 2016. 

7. Site plan review for Coiffeteria Salon at 610 Lovett (action requested). 

8. Introduction of an ordinance amendment to repeal Section 10.7 of Chapter 101 of Title X of the City Code pertaining 
to the Traffic Commission (action requested – approval requested). 

Consent Agenda – Approval Requested 

9. Receipt of communications. 

10. Minutes of the regular meeting held August 15, 2016 (approval requested). 

11. Report of Finance Committee on disbursement of funds:  payroll disbursements of $458,938.63; county and school 
disbursements of $13,265,653.86, and total remaining disbursements of $2,638,340.07 (approval requested). 

12. Creation of a butterfly garden at Schroeder property at 2618 Reeds Lake Blvd (approval requested). 

13. Quarterly financial reports for the period ended June 30, 2016 (no action requested). 

14. Preliminary minutes of the Planning Commission meeting held August 9, 2016 (no action requested). 
*          *          * 



 
 
 

 General Info City Manager Engineering Assessor Parks & Recreation Public Safety Streets & Utilities 
 949-2110 949-2110 940-4817 940-4818 949-1750 949-7010 940-4870 
 fax 940-4884 fax 940-4884 fax 940-4884 fax 940-4884 fax 940-4884 fax 940-4829 fax 940-4872 
 

 
CITY OF 

EAST GRAND RAPIDS 
 
750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE  •  EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN  49506 

 
BRIAN DONOVAN 
CITY MANAGER 

 
 
 

 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Mayor and City Commissioners 
FROM: Brian Donovan, City Manager 
DATE: August 30, 2016  
 
RE: Continued Variances  
 
 
You will notice there are three variance requests on the September 5, 2016 City Commission 
agenda (agenda items #4 - 6) that have been postponed.  While notices were mailed to residents 
with the September 6th meeting date, the newspaper ad did not appear in the Cadence in time to 
meet state law.  
 
All three variances are now moved to the September 19, 2016 City Commission meeting.  A new 
notice has been sent to residents and the newspaper ad sets the hearing for September 19th. 
 
During the September 6th City Commission meeting, each variance will be introduced by Tom 
Faasse and the public hearing opened.  After accepting any public comment, the Mayor will 
continue the public hearing and variance request at the September 19, 2016 City Commission 
meeting. 
   
 
BD/kb/9175 
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 SEARS ARCHITECTS Architecture  &  Planning 

 

16 Ionia Avenue SW  Suite One  Grand Rapids,  Michigan  49503  616.336.8495   fax 616.336.8499   searsarchitects.com 

PROPOSED ROBERTS RESIDENCE GARAGE @ 1118 PINECREST AVENUE SE 

NARRATIVE STATEMENT 

a. What you wish to do with the property. 

 

The owners of 1118 Pinecrest Avenue would like to replace the existing garage with an updated two 

stall garage to replace the existing garage. The existing garage needs to be demolished and re-built 

with a new concrete slab and foundations due to structural issues. 

 

 

b. Why you need the variance. 

 

The variance is necessary to replace the existing two stall garage on the property. The location of the 

existing garage (which needs to be re-built) does not comply with current zoning.  The existing 

garage is too close to the rear and side lot line.  The rear yard is 2.6 feet and the side yard is 1.1 feet, 

the required setback is 3 feet. The garage is too close to the house, the current separation distance is 

7.3 feet.  The required building separation is 10 feet, a variance was granted for this in the past. 

 

 

c. The specific decision you seek. 

 

Relief from Section 5.70A6 and 5.70A7 of the zoning ordinance.   

 

-Section 5.70A6 requires 10 feet between the detached accessory structure and the principal building 

on the lot.  The current separation distance is 7.3 feet.  The proposed garage will be a few inches 

further from the house after being rotated, the request is to uphold the current 2.7 feet variance. 

 

-Section 5.70A7 requires the setback distance to be three feet from the side and rear lot lines.  The 

current garage is 2.6 feet from the rear lot line and 1.1 feet from the side lot line.  The location of the 

proposed garage will be slightly rotated to achieve the 3 feet minimum rear yard setback and parallel 

to the rear face of the house.  The variance request is to seek relief from the side yard setback, a 1.9 

feet variance.  The roof overhang has also been reduced due to the proximity to the lot line. 

 

 

d. The reason your project cannot be accomplished within the requirements of the zoning 

ordinance. 

 

Sections 5.70A6 and 5.70A7 of the zoning ordinance prevent the replacement of a two stall garage 

on the property. 

 

The current garage on the property, which is smaller than most two stall garages, was built by a 

previous owner and has existed with the above zoning violations for decades. The current garage 

cannot be maintained due to structural issues.  The proposed garage will be rotated to comply with 

the 3 feet rear yard set back requirement and maintain the current sideyard setback along with an 

identical footprint as the current garage.  The proposed garage will have a slightly higher roof as 

allowed by the current zoning ordinance section 5.70A5. 
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750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE  EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506

THOMAS A. FAASSE
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

Memorandum

TO: Mayor and City Commissioners, Board of Zoning Appeals
FROM: Tom Faasse, Zoning Administrator
DATE: August 23, 2016
RE: Request for Variances – 653 and 655 Gladstone Avenue, SE detached garages

Zoned R-3 Single Family Residential

ACTION REQUESTED: That the Commission conducts a combined public hearing and votes
(separately) on the applications of the owners of 653 and 655 Gladstone Avenue, SE, for two
zoning variances at each address for relief from the East Grand Rapids Zoning Ordinance,
according to the plans presented, as follows:

 Section 5.70A7, for a side garage setback of 1.0 foot instead of 3.0 feet, a variance of
2.0 feet.

 Section 5.70A7, for a rear garage setback of 2.0 feet instead of 3.0 feet, a variance of
1.0 foot.

BACKGROUND: Joshua Hall, the owner of 653 Gladstone Avenue, SE, and David Emdin, the
owner of 655 Gladstone Avenue, SE, are represented by builder Charles Sommer. These
properties share an existing garage which straddles the common lot line between these small
nonconforming lots in the St. Stephens neighborhood. Due to age and poor condition, the shared
garage will be demolished along with its foundation. It lacks depth (18.6 feet exterior) and it sits
about 8 feet from the rear lot line, yet it is too close to the houses to allow extra parking or easy
maneuvering. (Please refer to the attached site plan drawings.) The rear lot line is the city
boundary, beyond which lies Clark Retirement Community in the City of Grand Rapids. At the
rear property line there is a low retaining wall, a privacy fence and shrubbery. The Gladstone
properties sit higher than the Clark property by a couple of feet. In order to avoid the negative
aspects of having a property with a shared zero-lot-line garage, each property owner wishes to
construct his own detached garage – a 12-by-22 one stall at 653 Gladstone and an 18-by-22 two
stall at 655 Gladstone, both closer to the rear lot line and the common side lot line than the 3 foot
setbacks that are required. They have contracted with the same builder for the entire process. The
new garages would be deeper (22 feet) and set further back. The request for narrower side
setbacks is based on the desire to line up the doors as closely as possible with the shared driveway.
Therefore, each property owner is requesting relief from Section 5.70A7 of the zoning ordinance
for a side setback of 1.0 foot instead of 3 feet, a variance of 2.0 feet. They also request relief from
Section 5.70A7 for a rear setback of 2.0 feet instead of 3 feet, a variance of 1.0 feet.

In all other aspects, including lot coverage, the design of these proposed garages complies with the
Zoning Ordinance.

____________________________
Brian Donovan, City Manager
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Memorandum

TO: Mayor and East Grand Rapids City Commission
FROM: Tom Faasse, Zoning Administrator
DATE: August 24, 2016

RE: 610 Lovett Avenue, SE (Coiffeteria) SITE PLAN REVIEW
PPN: 47-14-33-276-013

CITY COMMISSION ACTION REQUESTED: That the City Commission reviews the
Coiffeteria Site Plan Application and votes to approve it with conditions as recommended by the
Planning Commission.* (This is not required to be a public hearing, but comments were invited.)

*The City Commission shall consider the site plan, the Planning Commission recommendation, and the standards of Section 5.87
and approve, approve with conditions, or deny the site plan application. (Article 10, Section 5.85D3)

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: On August 9, 2016, the Planning
Commission voted to recommend to the City Commission that Coiffeteria’s site plan application
be approved with the following two conditions:

1. That Coiffeteria enter into a satisfactory shared access and parking agreement
encompassing all property owners and business tenants of 610 Lovett, 2135 Wealthy, and
2137 Wealthy prior to City Commission review. (This agreement shall be recorded with
the Kent County Register of Deeds.)

2. That any approval by the City Commission be contingent upon a condition that disruptive
construction activities and/or transportation of large equipment upon or across the United
Bank property occur either before or after bank hours (9-5, M-F & 9-noon Saturday) so
as to minimize interference with the bank’s ongoing business.

BACKGROUND: Coiffeteria Salon owner Marielle Shuster is represented by Attorney
Catherine Jacobs and Architect Christopher Alexander (Progressive AE) in this Site Plan Review
application, filed on July 21, 2016. The proposal is to replace a 12 by 13 foot existing one-story
rear addition with a 20 by 20 foot one-story addition with a basement, and also to add a four-
foot-wide handicap accessibility ramp along the south and west sides of the building, leading to
the front door. The front porch and steps would be enlarged for greater accessibility, and a rear
exterior stairway would be removed. The existing parking spaces along the south side of the
building would be extended southward approximately four feet to maintain the required parking

CITY OF
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750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE  EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506

THOMAS A. FAASSE
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR
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space depth of 18 feet. Landscaping in the front would be moved as necessary and some
“volunteer” trees and brush in the rear would be removed for the construction. The plans are
illustrated on the attached architectural drawings.

Ordinarily, changes of this scale which do not alter the number of parking spaces are reviewed
administratively, but since there is no previously-approved site plan, a full review should be
conducted. On the other hand, the Planning Commission and City Commission recently
(February 2016) approved rezoning this property to C-1 Commercial, and during that review
process the applicant showed compliance with many of the same standards that are required for
site plan review. The commissions confirmed at that time that:

 The rezoning is consistent with the goals, policies and future land use map of the City of
East Grand Rapids Master Plan and consistent with recent development trends in the area.

 The beauty salon commercial use is compatible with the site’s physical, geological,
hydrological and other environmental features, and that the potential uses allowed are
compatible with surrounding uses in terms of land suitability, impacts on the community,
density, potential influence on property values and traffic impacts.

 The site is capable of accommodating the uses allowed, considering existing or planned
infrastructure including streets, sanitary sewers, storm sewer, water, sidewalks, and street
lighting.

 Other factors deemed appropriate by the Planning Commission or City Commission,
including meeting the standards for required parking.

The required standards for this review for Site Plan approval as listed in Article 10 of the Zoning
Ordinance are:

A. The site plan must comply with all standards of this Article and all applicable
requirements of this ordinance and all other applicable laws and regulations.

B. The site must be designed in a manner that is harmonious, to the greatest extent possible,
with the character of the surrounding area.

C. The site must be designed so as to minimize hazards to adjacent property, and to reduce
the negative effects of traffic, noise, smoke, fumes and glare to the maximum extent
possible.

D. All uses and structures subject to site plan review shall comply with the following design
standards:

1. Traffic Circulation. No loss in the number of available parking spaces is
proposed. The proposed shift of the parking spaces and resulting drive aisle width
meet dimensional zoning standards. The use of the adjoining shared parking lot
has been governed by a private Reciprocal Easement Agreement made April 4,
2008. However, that agreement involved only the Coiffeteria and Hoffman
Jewelry parcels and not the building in which Independent Bank is a tenant,
although they all share the same lot and driveways. (The building housing the
resale boutique and the insurance agent also adjoins but has its own 8-foot-wide
driveway off Wealthy.) Please note the Planning Commission’s recommendation
above.

2. Storm water. Area is already impervious; roof drainage will be tied to existing.
3. Landscaping. Front rearrangement and rear area vegetation removal will be

minimal as needed, according to the application.
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4. Screening. As above. No additional screening is required in the zoning ordinance.
5. Lighting. No change is proposed to outdoor lighting.
6. Utility Services underground unless impractical. No change proposed.
7. Exterior Uses. No change is proposed.
8. Emergency Access. Vehicle access is unchanged. The new ramp improves

pedestrian access.
9. Water and Sewer. Underground utilities from Lovett Avenue will be unchanged.
10. Signs. No change to signage is proposed.
11. Building Design. Main building unchanged. Exterior of the addition will maintain

residential appearance.

Given the minimal nature of the proposed changes, it appears that all required standards for site
plan approval are either met or are inapplicable in this long-standing situation.\

As of August 24, we were told that the parties were near agreement on the parking and ingress-
egress document, but all signatures had not yet been obtained. If we receive a copy of the
agreement prior to the hearing, it will be made available to the commission.

________________________________________
Brian Donovan, City Manager
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CITY OF 

EAST GRAND RAPIDS 
 

750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE-EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506 
 

  
                         750 Lakeside Dr. SE • East Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506-3029     Partners with:  

Telephone 616-940-4817 • Fax 616-831-6121 • www.eastgr.org 

 

DOUG LA FAVE 
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Commissioners 
FROM: Doug La Fave, Assistant City Manager and Mark Herald, Director of Public Safety 
DATE:  7/20/2016 
 
RE:   Traffic Commission 
 
Action Requested:  That the City of East Grand Rapids transition from an advisory Traffic 
Commission that reviews and makes recommendations to the City Commission related to traffic 
related issues/complaints by amending the City Code that authorizes staff to address traffic related 
issues as required by law through the use of the Michigan Manual on Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices (MMUTCD).  This would require repealing/amending Chapter 101 section 10.4 of the City 
Code.  Traffic related items that are not addressed by the MMUTCD that arise from citizen petitions 
or appeals through the existing policy will be directed to the Infrastructure Committee and/or 
addressed by the full City Commission.   
 
Background: The City of East Grand Rapids has had a Traffic Commission comprised of appointed 
residents to address traffic related issues in an advisory capacity to the City Commission.  The Traffic 
Commission has been in place for many years including before the development of unified traffic 
control device standards.  As the City of East Grand Rapids developed with housing plats, roads, 
population, etc. the growth of the community had impacts on vehicular traffic.   As East Grand 
Rapids has become built out changes to traffic control devices and traffic related issues have become 
less frequent. 

Coinciding with the development of the City of East Grand Rapids was the history and evolution of 
traffic control devices across the United States.  In the early years of the automobile, there were 
limited traffic control devices and standards to safely guide automobile traffic across the United 
States.  Automobile clubs were formed across the country in and around cities to develop amongst 
membership appropriate signage for different traffic situations.  Cities, villages and towns across the 
country also created committees, the same or similar to traffic commissions, to help address citizen 
traffic complaints and to attempt to come up with solutions to problems for motorists in their 
respective communities.  With this approach solutions were highly localized, but lacked uniformity 
across the country.  Different signs, placements and designs led to issues for motorists from one 
community to the next.  This lead to confusion and had the opposite impact that local groups and 
commissions set forth to accomplish, which was safety.   The non-uniform approach to traffic control 
devices lead to a quilt-like approach to rules for standards across the country.   In 1924 the First 
National Conference on Street and Highway Safety was held to look at national standards to address 
traffic control devices.  Over the 20th century a unified manual was developed called the Manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and in Michigan called the Michigan Manual on 



 

Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MMUTCD) (approved by federal law).  The MUTCD defines the 
standards that are to be used by road managers to install and maintain traffic control devices on all 
public streets, highways, bikeways, and private roads open to public travel. The MUTCD, which has 
been administered by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) since 1971, is a compilation of 
national standards for all traffic control devices, including road markings, highway signs, and traffic 
signals. It is updated periodically to accommodate the changing transportation needs and address new 
safety technologies, traffic control tools and traffic management techniques. 

The important questions from the perspective of a local agency (the City of East Grand Rapids), are 
how does the State MUTCD apply to the local roads? Are the local agencies bound to the State 
standards, which in turn are bound to the Federal standards? Each State enacts its own laws regarding 
compliance with standards for traffic control devices in that State. If the State law has adopted a State 
Supplement or a State MUTCD that FHWA has found to be in substantial conformance with the 
national MUTCD, then those State requirements are what the local road agencies (as well as the State 
DOT) must abide by. This is the case in Michigan as noted previously, with the MMUTCD. The 
exception is when traffic control devices are installed on a federal aid project, in which case the Code 
of Federal Regulations (23 CFR 655.603(d)(2)) specifically requires those devices to comply with the 
national MUTCD before the road can be opened or reopened to the public for unrestricted use (An 
example would be the current Lake Drive Project). 
 
The City of East Grand Rapids Traffic Commission does not regularly meet because East Grand 
Rapids is a built out community and most of the traffic issues have been resolved as this growth 
occurred.   It should be noted that as East Grand Rapids addressed traffic concerns on a local level 
over this period, it is likely that some local solutions were deployed as were across the country, that 
were not recognized as best practices.  Over the 20th century the MMUTCD was developed to guide 
solving traffic issues by utilizing a scientific and research approach that has been proven to be 
effective in appropriately addressing traffic concerns.  
 
With the resource and requirement of the use of MMUTCD, the minimal traffic related issues and 
low frequency of meetings for the Traffic Commission, staff believes that the MMUTCD should be 
utilized to address traffic issues.  This will provide for uniformity and the correct placement and 
application of traffic safety devices and provide for a best practice with respect to safety and liability 
for the City.  
 
It should be noted that in 2003 the City of East Grand Rapids repealed most of the local traffic code 
and adopted the Michigan Vehicle Code, to implement uniformity across jurisdictions with respect to 
moving violations, etc.  This same logic follows for the request to follow the MMUTCD with respect 
to regulations for traffic safety devices and placement. 
 
This has been reviewed by the Finance Committee and found to be in order. 
 
 
_________________________ 
Brian Donovan, City Manager 
 



AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE CITY 
OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS BY REPEALING SECTION 10.7 

OF CHAPTER 101 OF TITLE X OF SAID CODE  

THE CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS ORDAINS: 

Section 1. Section 10.7 of Chapter 101 of Title X of the Code of the City of East Grand 
Rapids is hereby repealed in its entirety.   

Section 2. This Ordinance shall be effective on September _____, 2016. 

Section 3. This ordinance shall be published in full pursuant to the provisions of Chapter VII, 
Section 7.5 of the Charter of the City of East Grand Rapids. 

       City of East Grand Rapids 

 

       By        
        Karen K. Brower 
        City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
10876673_1.DOC 
 







PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COMMISSION 
CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS 

 
Regular Meeting Held August 15, 2016 

 
 
 
Mayor Seibold called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at the East Grand Rapids 
Community Center and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 
Present:  Commissioners Dills, Hamrick, Miller, Skaggs, Zagel, and Mayor Seibold 
 
Absent:  Commissioner Duncan 
 
Also Present:  Assistant City Attorney Tobias; Assistant City Manager LaFave; Public Safety Director Herald; Finance 

Director Mushong; City Clerk Brower; Sergeants Schweitzer and Davis; Public Safety Officers Brown, Olney, 
Bradley, Good and Moore; Bike Patrol Cadets Heid and Fender 

 
 
 
 
2016-81. Steve Edison, 2855 Elmwood, introduced Peter D’Arienzo, CEO of the John Ball Zoo, and Dale Robertson, 

CEO of the Grand Rapids Public Museum.  The three spoke about the upcoming millage request on the 
November ballot that would provide .44 mills for a 10-year period to support operations, exhibits and programs 
for both entities. 

 
2016-82. Commissioner Zagel announced the “Taste of East” event would be held Thursday, August 18 in Gaslight 

Village and invited everyone to attend. 
 

Commissioner Skaggs thanked those who voted in the August 2 primary election.  He also noted it was good to 
see former City Commissioner Bill Graham being appointed to the Board of Review. 
 
Assistant City Manager LaFave noted the Lake Drive construction project was on schedule to be completed by 
Labor Day weekend and thanked the residents and commuters for their patience. 
 
Mayor Seibold thanked the Public Works employees, Public Safety Officers and construction crews for making 
sure the construction area was secured and drivers were directed to safe detours during the project. 

 
2016-83. City Clerk Brower administered the oath of office to Public Safety Officer Andrew Good. 
 
2016-84. Darwin Bass, Kent County Public Works Director, updated the City Commission on the tipping fee increase at 

the recycling facility starting January 1, 2017 that will likely result in a fee increase to residential customers. 
 

2016-85. Zagel-Miller.  To approve the consent agenda as follows: 
 

2016-85-A. To approve the minutes of the regular meeting held August 1, 2016. 
 

2016-85-B. Report of Finance Committee on disbursement of funds:  payroll disbursements of $233,354.78; county and 
school disbursements of $5,854,010.88, and total remaining disbursements of $717,237.71. 

 
2016-85-C. The appointment of Bill Graham of 2830 Cascade Road to the Board of Review for a term ending June 30, 

2017. 
 
2016-85-D. A resolution adopting the Vantage Trust II Multiple Collective Investment Funds Trust Participation 

Agreement with the International City/County Management Association Retirement Corporation as set 
forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto. 

 
2016-85-E. A temporary mobile substation and access easement for Consumers Energy for utility substation work at 

the Public Works Complex property as set forth in Exhibit “B” attached hereto. 
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2016-85-F. The purchase of five sets of firefighting gear from Apollo Fire Equipment of Romeo, Michigan in the 
amount of $9,130.00 

 
2016-85-G. The purchase of a bypass pump for Public Works operations from Xylem Inc. of Painesville, Ohio in the 

amount of $44,644.08. 
 
2016-85-H. The preliminary minutes of the Parks & Recreation Commission meeting held June 13, 2016. 
 

Yeas: Dills, Hamrick, Miller, Skaggs, Zagel and Seibold – 6 
Nays: -0- 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:52 p.m., subject to the call of the Mayor until August 1, 2016. 

 
____________________________________ 
Karen K. Brower, City Clerk 

 
Attachments:  A  –  Resolution adopting agreement with ICMA-RC. 
  B  –  Consumers Energy easement 
 
Attachments listed above are available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk. 
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TEMPORARY EASEMENT FOR ELECTRIC SUBSTATION SITE 
       
41-14-28-476-015 Ramona Substation  
 SAP #16388959 
 
City of East Grand Rapids, 750 Lakeside Drive, SE, East Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506, Grantor, 
for good and valuable consideration [exempt from real estate transfer tax pursuant to MCLA 
207.505(f) and from State real estate transfer tax pursuant to the provisions of MCLA 207.526(f)] 
paid to it by Consumers Energy Company, a Michigan corporation, One Energy Plaza, Jackson, 
Michigan 49201, Grantee, receipt of which Grantor hereby acknowledges, Conveys and Warrants 
to Grantee, its successors and assigns, the following easements and rights: 
 
Mobile Substation Easement:  The easement and right to install, operate, maintain, and remove a 
temporary mobile electric substation, with associated poles, electric lines and equipment and 
perimeter fencing (collectively, “the Mobile Substation"), as shown approximately on exhibit A 
attached, on Grantor’s land in the City of East Grand Rapids, County of Kent, and State of 
Michigan, described as follows: 
 
Part of the East 1/2 of the Southeast 1/4 of Section 28, T7N, R11W, described as: Lot 1 of the Plat 
of Edgewater, except that part lying Westerly of a line commencing at a point on the northerly 
line of Lot 3 of the Plat of Edgewater, which is 175 feet Easterly from the Northwest corner 
thereof and extending Southerly and perpendicular to Robinson Road to a point of ending on the 
Southerly line of said Lot 1.  Part of Tax Parcel ID No. 41-14-28-476-015 (the "Substation Parcel") 
 
Access Easement:  The easement and right for access to and from the Mobile Substation on, over, 
and across the Substation Parcel. 
 
Grantor shall not place any buildings or structures in the Mobile Substation Easement area which 
interfere with the Mobile Substation or otherwise use the access easement so as to interfere with 
Grantee’s exercise of the above easements. 
 
Consumers Energy shall repair pavement it damages and shall grade and re-seed lawn areas it 
disturbs.   
 
Consumers Energy shall indemnify and hold Grantor harmless from and against any liability for 
personal injury or damage to property to the extent proximately caused by Consumers Energy’s 
sole negligence within the Substation Parcel. 

 
This Easement will remain in effect from July 29, 2016 to January 31, 2017 or until the date 
Grantee removes the Mobile Substation from Grantor’s land, whichever is sooner.    
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Grantor has caused this instrument to be executed by it’s duly authorized 
representative this                       day of                                , 20____.   
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City of East Grand Rapids, a Michigan 
municipal corporation 

 
 
 
          By _________________________________       
 
 
      By _________________________________ 
                                                                                  
    
          
                    The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me in Kent County, Michigan, on 
                             , 20      , by                                                                                       ,  
 
_________________________________________________________________of the City of East 
Grand Rapids, a Michigan municipal corporation, on behalf of said corporation. 
 
 
 
 
 

       
   Notary public 

               ___________ County, Michigan  
   My commission expires     

 
 
Prepared by:   Return recorded instrument to: 
William C. Carlson 7-28-2016   Debra Dennis, EP7-473 
Consumers Energy Company   Consumers Energy Company 
One Energy Plaza    One Energy Plaza 
Jackson, MI  49201-2357   Jackson MI 49201-2357 



                    CITY OF 
               EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 

                   PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
 
 
 

            FRED S. BUNN 
              DIRECTOR 

F:\Agenda Materials\2016-09-06\Item 12-1   Butterfly Garden Request.doc 
750 Lakeside Dr. SE   • East Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506-3029 
Telephone 616-949-1750 • Fax 616-831-6144 • e-mail eastgr.org 

 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Mayor and City Commissioners 
From: Fred Bunn, Director of Parks and Recreation 
Date: August 16, 2016 
 
RE: Butterfly Garden Request 
 
Action Requested:  The City Commission approve the installation of a butterfly garden on the 
Schroeder Park property. 
 
Background:  Janet Baxter along with several neighbors on the north side of Reeds Lake worked 
with various individuals to prepare a conceptual plan for a butterfly garden to be located on the 
Schroeder Park property.  The group of residents raised funds ($2,025) to purchase native plants and 
rocks to be installed by a group of 20 or more volunteer neighbors.  They also have one or two 
birdbaths that will be placed and maintained onsite.  The volunteer group would be responsible for 
the planting and maintaining the garden.  Once the plants are established the garden should thrive 
with very little care needed except from “mother nature”. 
 
Our Grounds Maintenance staff may need to cut some of the vegetation to prepare the various 
planting zones.  Currently the site is very thick with plant material and grasses which would make it 
difficult to plant the new plugs.  Brian Donovan and I have reviewed the concept plan and have 
agreed this would be a nice enhancement to the site.  The volunteer group understands there is no 
guarantee the plant material will survive and thrive on this site.  The plant selection will be based on 
sun and shade locations to maximize the chance for survival.  Included you will find a copy of the 
material and concept plan provided by Janet Baxter. 
 
The Parks & Recreation Commission listened to a presentation by Janet Baxter and asked several 
questions during the commission meeting held on Monday, August 8.  All seven commissioners 
agreed this is a valuable project and support the installation of a butterfly garden with the 
understanding the garden does not deter potential future development of the park site. 
 
The information regarding the butterfly garden has been reviewed by the Parks & Recreation 
Commission and found to be in order. 
 
 
____________________________  
Brian Donovan, City Manager 





 
 
  

 General Info City Manager Engineering Assessor Parks & Recreation Public Safety Streets & Utilities 
 949-2110 949-2110 940-4817 940-4818 949-1750 949-7010 940-4870 
 fax 940-4884 fax 940-4884 fax 940-4884 fax 940-4884 fax 831-6144 fax 940-4829 fax 940-4872 
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KAREN MUSHONG 
FINANCE DIRECTOR 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:    Mayor and City Commissioners 
FROM:   Karen Mushong, Finance Director/Treasurer 
DATE:   August 24, 2016 
 
RE:  Preliminary Financial Reports June 30, 2016 
 
The following report represents preliminary numbers for the year ended June 30, 2016.  Although these 
numbers are preliminary, it is a good indication of where the City ended as compared to the 2015/2016 
amended budget.  As part of preparing for the year end audit, each account will be reviewed over the next 
few weeks for final adjustments. 
 
GENERAL FUND 
 
Preliminary revenues for the year ended June 30, 2016 totaled $10,951,040, which is 100.0% of the 
$10,952,500 amended budgeted amount for the fiscal year.  Property tax revenue totaled $8,046,700 or 
100.0% collected of the original tax roll.  Overall, revenues were collected as projected.   
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
GENERAL FUND (continued) 
 
Preliminary expenditures for the year ended June 30, 2016 totaled $10,708,157 or 97.6% of the amended 
budgeted amount of $10,972,500.  Although additional expenditures may be accrued during the year end 
closing, the City is expected to be within budget (in total) in the General Fund.  The City’s amended budget 
projected to use $20,000 of fund balance for the year but is now it is projecting to add approximately 
$202,900 into unrestricted fund balance.  This is due to savings throughout each department.   Unrestricted 
fund balance is projected to be approximately $2,891,300 or 27.0 percent of expenditures as of June 30, 
2016. 
 

 
 
 
MAJOR STREET FUND 
 
Preliminary revenues in the Major Street Fund were as expected for the year ended June 30, 2016.  The 
amount of transfers in represents $362,100 from the General Fund, $25,810 from special assessment 
collections and $150,611 of completed projects from the Municipal Street Fund. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Although additional expenditures may be accrued during the year end closing, the City is expected to be 
within budget in the Major Street Fund in total.   
 

  
 



 

 

LOCAL STREET FUND 
 
Preliminary revenues in the Local Street Fund were as expected for the quarter ending June 30, 2016.  The 
amount of transfers in represents $109,400 of funds from the General Fund and $999,291 of completed 
projects from the Municipal Street Fund. 
 

 
 
Although additional expenditures may be accrued during the year end closing, the City is expected to be 
within budget in the Local Street Fund in total.   
 
 

 
 
 
MUNICIPAL STREET FUND 
 
Preliminary revenues in the Municipal Street Fund were as expected for the quarter ending June 30, 2016. 
   

 
 

Preliminary expenditures in the Municipal Street Fund were as expected for the quarter ending June 30, 
2016.  A transfer out of $1,149,902 represents completed streets projects.   Projects that are completed and 
allowable under Act 51 PA 1951, as amended, are transferred back into the Major/Local Streets for Act 51 
reporting purposes. 
 



 

 

WATER AND SEWER FUND 
 
Preliminary revenues for the year ended June 30, 2016 totaled $3,499,449 which is 92.5% of the 
$3,784,200 amended budgeted amount for the fiscal year.   
 

 
 
 
Preliminary expenses for the year ended June 30, 2016 totaled $4,029,085 or 84.5% of the amended 
budgeted amount of $4,766,300.  Overall, the Water and Sewer Fund expenses through June 30, 2016 were 
as expected.  Although depreciation has been recorded, capital expenses have not been capitalized in these 
figures.  Ending cash and investments at June 30, 2016 equals $371,984 in this fund, which is down from 
$874,055 at June 30, 2015.  This is due to moving the majority of the Lake Drive water main project into 
2015/2016.  We still expect to have ending cash of around $515,000 at June 30, 2017. 
 

  
 
 
HEALTH INSURANCE FUND 
 
Health care revenue (which includes charges to other funds) totaled $1,559,959 while expenses totaled 
$1,472,990 for health care expenses as of June 30, 2016 (preliminary).  These figures are before recording 
an estimate of claims incurred but not yet reported.   Ending cash and investments at June 30, 2016 equals 
$492,168 in this fund. 
 
 
 
MOTOR EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT FUND (MERF)  
  
Motor Equipment revenue (which includes charges to other funds) totaled $719,186 while expenses totaled 
$708,782 for operating expenses as of June 30, 2016 (preliminary).  Ending cash and investments at June 
30, 2016 equals $878,228 in this fund. 



Enterprise OPEB

Major Local Municipal Wealthy Trail and Special Water and Health
Interest General  Street Street Street Pool Streetscape Culvert Assessments Sewer MERF Insurance

Rate 101/701/099 202 203 204 305 372 473 810 592 692 677 736 TOTAL
CHECKING ACCOUNTS
Huntington Bank 0.000% 1,359,981$      492,047$     223,185$       4,898$           2,220$         2,139$          6,094$              -$              342,455$        315,030$       187,118$      -$              2,935,167$       
Debit Card Account 0.000% 4,889               -               -                 -                 -              -                -                    -                -                  -                 -                -                4,889                

Total Checking Accounts 1,364,870$      492,047$     223,185$       4,898$           2,220$         2,139$          6,094$              -$              342,455$        315,030$       187,118$      -$              2,940,057$       

INVESTMENTS
Kent County Investment Pool 0.443% 1,489,416$      205,982$     360,136$       -$               -$            -$              -$                  -$              29,529$          563,198$       305,050$      -$              2,953,311$       

Certificates of Deposit:
First National Bank of America 1.195% 253,009           -               -                 -                 -              -                -                    -                -                  -                 -                -                253,009            
First National Bank of Michigan 0.750% 250,000           -               -                 -                 -              -                -                    -                -                  -                 -                -                250,000            
Flagstar Bank 0.800% 250,000           -               -                 -                 -              -                -                    -                -                  -                 -                -                250,000            
Talmer Bank and Trust 0.750% 250,000           -               -                 -                 -              -                -                    -                -                  -                 -                -                250,000            

Total CDs: 1,003,009        -               -                 -                 -              -               -                   -                -                 -                 -                -                1,003,009         

Investment with Trustee Variable -                   -               -                 -                 -              -                -                    -                -                  -                 -                1,228,495     1,228,495         
Total Investments 2,492,425$      205,982$     360,136$       -$               -$            -$             -$                 -$              29,529$          563,198$       305,050$      1,228,495$   5,184,816$       

Total Checking and Investments 3,857,295$      698,029$     583,321$       4,898$           2,220$         2,139$          6,094$              -$              371,984$        878,228$       492,168$      1,228,495$   8,124,872$       

Cash and Investments by Fund
Quarter Ended June 30, 2016

Internal ServiceDebt Service Capital ProjectsSpecial Revenue



PROCEEDINGS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
City of East Grand Rapids, Michigan 

 
August 9, 2016 

East Grand Rapids Community Center – Commission Chambers 
 
Present:  Chairman John Barbour, Commissioners John Arendshorst, Kevin Brant, David DeVelder, Tom Getz, 
Mary Mapes and Jeff Olsen  
 
Absent:  Commissioners Jeff Dills and Sara Lachman 
 
Also Present: Assistant City Manager Doug La Fave, City Zoning Administrator Tom Faasse, City Attorney John 
Huff and Recording Secretary Lynda Taylor 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 Chairman Barbour called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM.  
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – June 14, 2016   
 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Arendshorst and supported by Commissioner Brant to approve the 

minutes as written. 
 
 Yeas:  Commissioners Arendshorst, Barbour, Brant, DeVelder, Getz, and Olsen – 6 
 
 Nays:  -0- 
 
Commissioner Mapes arrived at 5:32 PM 
 
3. SITE PLAN REVIEW – 610 LOVETT (COIFFETERIA) 
 
 Chairman Barbour asked Zoning Administrator, Tom Faasse to introduce the requested site plan review.  Mr. 

Faasse reminded the Commission that there would be no public hearing and that their options were to approve 
the site plan as is, approve with conditions or recommend denial if the conditions have not been met.  He stated 
a rezoning for this site had been done in February and that the standards for the site plan review are very similar 
to a rezoning.   At that time the applicant showed compliance with many of the standards required.  The major 
issue of this site plan review had to do with the standard for compliance with traffic circulation which generally 
includes the parking situation.  Mr. Faasse stated that parking spaces at a 90° angle to a driveway are required 
to be at least 9 feet wide and 18 feet deep.  The driveway, when it is two-way traffic, is required to be at least 24 
feet wide.    

 
 Marielle Shuster, owner of Coiffeteria, thanked the Planning Commission for taking the time to look at the site 

plan and stated that their hope was to refurbish an old home and bring it back to life.  They also wanted to make 
it handicap accessible and safer for their team and their guests. 

 
 Christopher Alexander, architect from Progressive AE stated that they were trying to make the building more 

accessible, create a better environment and contribute greater to the East Grand Rapids culture and to the zone 
in which Coiffeteria is located. 

 
 Commissioner Mapes asked if the L-shape was the only way to do the handicap entrance.  Mr. Alexander 

responded that because the neighborhood has such a high first floor level, they had to go nearly three feet and 
required the long ramp in order to meet the minimum code to get the proper incline.  Commissioner Mapes also 
asked about the materials that would be used and was concerned about the surface being slippery.  Mr. 
Alexander said that the ramp would be concrete and would have everything required to make it safe and not 
slippery. 

 
 Ross Leisman, attorney for United Bank of Michigan (2137 Wealthy Street) stated that the bank shares a 

parking lot with Hoffman Jewelers and Coiffeteria.  He said that there is an agreement between Coiffeteria and 
Hoffman Jewelers regarding access and parking, but United Bank is not party to that agreement.  The 
Coiffeteria site plan shows parking spots on the United Bank parcel.  The bank is requesting that all the parties 
enter into a shared parking and access agreement as a  condition of site plan approval or that the site plan be 
tabled until an there is such an agreement in place.  Mr. Leisman said the bank is also concerned about the fairly 
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tight area for access and parking and would like a condition that protects the bank's patrons during bank hours 
from interference with construction traffic.   

 
 Commissioner Getz asked who owns the parking lot area.  Mr. Leisman stated that it was owned by Hoffman 

Jewelers, Coiffeteria and United Bank.  The agreement requested would be an easement for shared parking and 
maintenance of the lot.  Mr. Leisman added that the easement would be a four-party agreement between 
Hoffman Jewelers, Coiffeteria, United Bank and the owner of the bank parcel at 2137 Wealthy Street. 

 
 Eric Walbeck of United Bank stated that the bank was in favor of the Coiffeteria site plan and that currently 

there were no parking issues. 
 
 Commissioner Olsen offered comments about the aesthetics of the ADA ramp and entry.  He was not in favor 

of the ramp facing the street or stainless steel railing.  He also questioned removal of a ten inch caliper maple 
tree. 

 
 A motion was made by Commissioner Getz and supported by Commissioner Arendshorst to approve 

Coiffeteria's site plan application with the following conditions: 
  

 1.  That Coiffeteria enter into a satisfactory shared access and parking agreement encompassing all owners and 
business tenants of 610 Lovett, 2135 Wealthy, and 2137 Wealthy prior to the City Commission review.  
(This agreement will be recorded with the Kent County Register of Deeds.) 

 
2.  That any approval by the City Commission be contingent upon a condition that disruptive construction 

activities and/or transportation of large equipment upon or across the United Bank property (and also 
Hoffman Jewelers) occur either before or after bank hours (Monday – Friday,9:00 AM – 5:00 PM and 
Saturday 9:00 AM – Noon) so as to minimize interference with the bank's ongoing business.  

 
 Yeas:  Commissioners Arendshorst, Barbour, Brant, DeVelder, Getz, Mapes and Olsen – 7 
 Nays:  -0- 

 
4. REPORT OF THE CITY COMMISSION 
 
  Assistant City Manager Doug LaFave reported: 

• The Lake Drive project should be completed in the next two or three weeks.  Significant progress will be 
made with paving and brick crosswalks going in and the new traffic signals will be installed.   

• Replacing water main on Conlon between Albert and Oakwood. 
• Water main and sewer work will be done on Rosewood between Wealthy and Lake.   
• Sections of Robson and Oxford will receive Cape Seal treatment 

 
5. NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING DATE:  September 13, 2016 
 
6. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
  No public comment was received 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
  The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Lynda Taylor 
Recording Secretary 
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