
CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held on the application of Gwen and
Matt Moelker, the owners of 2101 Burchard, SE, for an appeal and
zoning variances at that address. The applicants are appealing a
June 2016 notice of several violations from the zoning
administrator regarding a tree house and a fence constructed in
the city right of way, as well as a stairway and deck built
without a building permit. The notice of violation cites Section
4.4 of the City Code for encroachment in the Floral Avenue right
of way; Section 5.70A (Zoning Ordinance)regarding height and
location of accessory buildings; Section 3.36, regarding tree
protection; and Chapter 80 regarding building permit
requirements.

The application may be viewed on the following pages or in
person at the Public Works Administration office during business
hours at the Community Center.

The City Commission welcomes your views in this matter. You may
express your views at the scheduled meeting or by writing to the
Mayor and City Commission at 750 Lakeside Drive, SE, East Grand
Rapids, Michigan 49506 or by email to the City Clerk at
kbrower@eastgr.org. To be included in the hearing, written
communications must contain the sender’s name and address.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact
the undersigned at 940-4817, or tfaasse@eastgr.org.

DATE: Monday, September 19, 2016
TIME: 6:00 p.m.
PLACE: East Grand Rapids Community Center Commission Chambers

750 Lakeside Drive, SE,
East Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506

Thomas A. Faasse
Zoning Administrator











CITY OF

EAST GRAND RAPIDS

750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE  EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506

THOMAS A. FAASSE
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

June 13, 2016

MOELKER GWEN M & MATTHEW L
2101 BURCHARD ST SE
EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49506

Subject: City of East Grand Rapids Ordinance Violation Notice – 2101 Burchard Street, SE
Section 5.70A, Accessory Buildings, Structures, and Uses

Dear Property Owner(s):

It has come to our attention that your property located at the address above is in violation of the
City of East Grand Rapids Ordinance listed above, and possibly other ordinances as well.
Specifically, the recently-constructed tree house accessory building exceeds the maximum height
of 12 feet at the midpoint of the roof slope for buildings less than 200 square feet. It also does not
appear to be at least three feet from the property line, and appears to encroach on the city right of
way. Being a through lot, your property has no rear yard, and thus would not allow an accessory
building to be placed in the secondary front yard. It is possible that a building permit would be
required for at least some of the work done on the building, stairway, or deck to assure compliance
with building codes.

This letter is your notice to bring this property into compliance without delay. You must contact
me within seven days of receipt of this letter to work out a written plan for compliance and to
avoid a court citation. Please call 616-940-4817 to set up a time to meet.

Thank you for your prompt cooperation.

Sincerely,

Thomas A. Faasse
Zoning Administrator

Enclosure: Section 5.70A with amendments



CITY OF

EAST GRAND RAPIDS

750 LAKESIDE DRIVE SE  EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49506

THOMAS A. FAASSE
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

June 21, 2016

MOELKER GWEN M & MATTHEW L
2101 BURCHARD ST SE
EAST GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49506

Subject: City of East Grand Rapids Ordinance Violations – 2101 Burchard Street, SE

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Moelker:
When Matt and I spoke on the telephone recently, I told him that I would provide a detailed list of
the ordinances that must be complied with in regards to your property. Here is the list. All section
numbers refer to the East Grand Rapids City Code.

 Section 4.4 – Streets. If any structure is situated in, encroaches upon, or overhangs the city
right of way on Floral, it is illegal. “Structure” includes the tree house and the fence, as
applicable. You should provide a survey if you disagree.

 Section 5.70A – Accessory Buildings
 Section 5.70A8 – Permitted only in a rear yard. Your lot is a through lot and has no

rear yard; it has a secondary front yard.
 Section 5.70A5 – Estimated height at the midpoint of the roof appears to exceed 12

feet. (See definition section for “height of building”.)
 Section 3.36 – Tree Protection. The trees are apparently in the city right of way.

Unauthorized trimming and attaching any material to a city tree is prohibited.
 Chapter 80 – Building Code. Recent work done on your property, including but not limited

to the deck and the stairway leading to the tree house, appear to be such that a building
permit would have been required for their construction.

 If other sections of the code are applicable, this list is not intended to exclude the
enforcement of these sections.

I am sending this to you via first class mail. To facilitate communication, please provide an email
address. You have indicated your intention to file an appeal or variance application. The form for
that purpose is attached. Thank you for your prompt attention to these matters.

Sincerely,

Thomas A. Faasse
Zoning Administrator

Attachments: Variance application, Hearing schedule


