
HomeownersReducing the Impact of

Polluting  Materials

BM P s:   I f   s o i l   i s   d i st ur be d ,   u t i lize   B e s t 
 Management Prac tices (BMPs) such as:

• Silt fence

• Erosion control blankets

• Geosynthetic products

• Polyacrylamides

• Other  BMPs  that  will  ensure  the 
temporar y  stabilization  of  the  soil 
until  permanent  vegetation  can  be 
established.

M a k e   s u r e   al l   wo r k e r s   o n   s i t e   k n o w   t h e 
 BM P s.   E s t a b l is h   t h e   s o i l   a s   so o n   a s   

p ossible with p ermanent veget ation.

V e g et a t e d  B uf f e r :   W h e r e   p o s s ib l e ,   k e ep 
a   w e l l   v e g e t a t e d   b uf f er   s tr i p   b et w e en   
s t o c k p i les   a n d   dr a i n ag e   w a ys.   S im i l a r l y ,   
k e ep   o t h er   p o l l u ti n g   m a t eri a l s   a w a y   f r o m 
 storm water flow paths.

Resp e c t   ‘no   mow’   and   ‘no   herbicide’
 buffers.

City of East Grand Rapids
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 The City of East Grand Rapids is regulated by the Department of Environmental Quality and the 
EPA.
And so are you!

Whenlandscaping:

• U s e   m e t h o d s   &   t o ol s   t h a t   p r e v e n t      t he   
rele as e of p ol lutants.

• I f   p r e v e n ti o n   i s   n o t   p o s s ib l e ,   t r e a t   t he   
p ol luting substances to re duce their impac t.

• I f   p o l l u ti n g   s u b s t a n ces   ar e   r e l e a se d   in   
h a rm f ul   q u a n t i ties,   yo u   m u s t   r e p o r t     t he   
rele as e  to  the  prop er  authorities.

Pollution sources:

• S e dim e n t:   S o i l   o r   di r t   w as h e d   i n t o   
w a t e r w a ys   i s   a   s eri o u s   p r ob lem   a n d   c a n 
 s m o t h er   t h e   e g gs   o f   f is h   a n d   a q u a tic   

i n sec ts,   p h o s p h o r u s   in   t h e   s o i l   c a n   c a u s e   
e x ce s s iv e   n u trie n t   enri c h m e n t,   a n d   
b a c t eria   in   t h e   s o i l   c a n   b e   a   p u b lic   h ea l th   
concer n.

• Sp i l ls:   I n c l udes   o i l ,   h y dr a ulic   f l ui d ,   g a s o li n e , 
 f e r t i lize r ,   p a i n t   o r   s o lv e n ts,   h er b icides,   

p esticides, or chemica ls.

• L ands c ap e    Debris: Includes
g r a s s   c l i pp i n gs, 

 t r e e   b r a n c h es,   m ul c h,   t o p   s o i l ,   a n d   
trimmi n gs.   T h e s e   m a t eri a l s   o f t en   c o n t a in   
n u trie n ts   a n d   se di m e n t   t h a t   c a n   p o l l u t e 

waters and  inhibit drain systems.

Preventing  Pollution:

S t o rm   dr a i n s   l e ad   t o   o ur   l a k es   a n d   s t r e a m s,   
s o   a n y   o i l ,   c l i pp i n gs.   L e a v es,   o r   di r ty   w as h   
w a t er   t h a t   e n t e r s   a   s t o rm   dr a in   g ets   i n t o   o ur   
l a k es   a n d   s t r e a m s.   S m al l   a m o u n ts   f r o m   m a n y 
  places  can add up to a big problem!

P r e v e n ti o n   m e t h o d s   a n d   t o ol s   
include:

• A w a r e ne s s:   K n o w   w hi c h   m a t eri a l s   ar e   
p o t e n ti al l y   p o l l u ti n g   m a t eri a l s   a n d   t h e   
dr a i n ag e   p a t t er n s   l e adi n g   t o   t h e   
w a t e r w a ys.   K e ep   m a t eri a l s   a w a y   f r o m   
storm  drains  as much as p ossible.

• B e   Pr e p a r e d:   M a k e   s u r e   s o m e o n e   i s   
tr a i n e d   o n   sp il l   c l e a n u p .   C l e a n   u p   k i ts   
must  b e  on site.

• Pr o p e r   Di s p o sa l:   S w e ep   u p   l a nd s c a p e   
d e b r i s   a n d   r e c yc le   o r   c o m p o s t   m a t eri a l s.   
A t   a   mini m um,   d e b r i s   s h o uld   b e   t a k en   t o   a   
landfi l l.

• Pr o t e c t   f r o m   r a in:   D o   n o t   al l o w   
s t o c k p i les   a n d   m a t eri a l s   t o   b e   w as h e d   
a w a y   b y   r a in   o r   b l o wn   a w a y   b y   wi n d .   
Ke ep materia ls covere d!

• S e c o nd a r y   C on t a inm e n t:   S t o r e   al l   o i l   
and f uel inside a containment are a.

• Rake it or leave it:  Never rake or blow 
leaves or clippings  into roadways,  
d i t c h e s ,   o r   s t r e a m s . 



• Mo dern L aw nc are Te chniques:

• Mow  hig h  (3 inches)  and  us e  
mulching mowers.

• Us e watering sparing ly.

• Swe ep  up  or  vac uum  clippings  f rom
 pave d are as.

• Us e  o n l y   z e r o   phosphor us  
fer ti lizers unless  a  s oi l  test  
demonstrates  a  ne e d for  phosphor us.

• Employ  only  licens e d  p esticide 
applicators.

• Us e a shar p mower blade.

• Ke ep the mower de ck cle an.


