PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COMMISSION
CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS
Regular Meeting Held June 1, 2015

Mayor Seibold called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at the East Grand Rapids
Community Center and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present:

Commissioners Dills, Duncan, Graham, Johnson, Miller, Skaggs and Mayor Seibold

Absent:

None

Also Present:

City Attorney Huff; City Manager Donovan; Assistant City Manager LaFave; Finance Director Mushong;
Zoning Administrator Faasse; City Clerk Brower; Communications Specialist Snow-Buckner; City Assessor
VanderLugt

2015-62.

Mayor Seibold announced the lot coverage ordinance amendment had been removed from the agenda to allow
staff the time to research several questions.

2015-63.

No public comment was received.

2015-64.

Commissioner Dills reminded everyone the Huntington Reeds Lake Run was on Saturday, June 6. He asked
everyone to respect the road closures and announced the Parks & Recreation Department was still looking for
volunteers for the event.
Commissioner Miller announced the Reeds Lake Trail Blazer was also seeking volunteers for the July 4 event
and that yard signs were available if anyone wanted one.
Commissioner Skaggs reported there had been several home and vehicle larcenies in his area recently and
reminded everyone to lock their cars and homes. He thanked the Public Safety Department for taking all the
reports and following up on the thefts.
Mayor Seibold reminded everyone that Reeds Lake Boulevard and the Reeds Lake Trail would be closed
between Lakeside Drive and the Hodenpyl Rock area for the summer beginning on June 8.

2015-65.

A zoning variance hearing was held regarding the request of Jane Zawacki, owner of 554 Lovett, to allow the
construction of a two-family dwelling in a single-family zone, and to allow side yard setbacks of 10.0’ instead
of the required 20.’
Zoning Administrator Faasse explained the request to build a new home in a single-family residential zone that
would be used as a two-family home at some point in the future. He showed a map detailing the different uses
and densities suggested for this street by the 2006 Subarea Plan of the Comprehensive Master Plan. City
Manager Donovan explained that while the Subarea Plan suggested future uses, the City’s practice was
generally to wait for a specific project or circumstance to begin the process of rezoning neighborhoods.
Jane Zawacki, owner of 554 Lovett, stated the proposed new home would look like a single-family home with
only one entry and one two-stall garage and would be smaller than many single-family homes in the area. She
felt this home would be a good buffer between the commercial properties south and east of this home. Ms.
Zawacki’s architect also spoke about the requested change to a multi-family home.
Mayor Seibold opened a public hearing. The following people were present to express their opinions:
- Rob Dice, 565 Lovett

Did not object to a new home, but felt the proposed house did
not fit the character of the neighborhood.
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- Tim Strickler, 550 Lovett

Opposed to reduced setback request. He noted the recent
construction of upscale single-family homes and felt a duplex
would not fit. Parking is already at a premium and would be
made worse with more families. Also concerned about the
overall height and the proposed flat roof that would
dramatically decrease the sunlight to his property.

- Andrew Howard, 606 Greenwood

Did not feel this project constituted a “practical difficulty” as
stated on the city’s website as a requirement for granting a
variance.

- Bob Kirchgessner, 1900 El Dorado

Stated the Master Plan was being dismissed to quickly in
regards to this proposal. He felt this was a viable use for this
property and would be a good buffer. Urged the City to take
advantage of non-homestead property taxes.

The following communications were received at City Hall concerning this variance request:
- Tim & Judy Strickler, 550 Lovett (2 letters)

Opposed.

No other public comment was received. Mayor Seibold closed the public hearing.
2015- -A.

Dills-Skaggs. That the request of Jane Zawacki, prospective owner of 554 Lovett, for a use variance to allow
the construction of a two-family dwelling in a single-family zone be approved as requested.
City Manager Donovan stated his opinion that this type of request should be made through a rezoning process
instead of a use variance.
Commissioner Dills agreed that this type of request should be part of a larger discussion about the area in
general and this street in particular and not just one house. He did not support granting the use variance request.
Commissioner Duncan also agreed that a more detailed discussion about redevelopment, such as the meetings
held regarding the recent Bagley and Croswell projects, would be better than granting an individual request.
Commissioner Skaggs questioned why this street was not rezoned during the Master Plan process. City
Manager Donovan explained the focus of the Subarea Plan process in 2006 was the Jade Pig project and
surrounding areas had been designated for future discussion. He noted that changes in the housing market often
resulted in new projects different than originally envisioned, so the city usually waited to see what type of
trends and development was needed.
Commissioner Johnson stated she liked the house design and could support the multi-family use, but preferred
to spend more time considering the future of the entire street instead of only one property.
Commissioner Miller encouraged developers to fit projects into the character and components of homes in the
neighborhood as he did not feel this house would fit in with the others on the street. He also felt this was more
of a three-story home and could be out of place. He also stated the City Commission did not grant variances to
increase the value of homes so that more tax revenue could be generated.
Commissioner Skaggs felt the Master Plan suggestions and the need for diverse housing were met in this
proposal. He felt the city should take the lead on allowing these types of innovative ideas. He noted the
neighborhood has changed over the last several years with new construction, but did not feel a one-time use
variance was the best way to allow growth and new projects.
Yeas:
Nays:

2015-66.

-0Dills, Duncan, Graham, Johnson, Miller, Skaggs and Seibold – 7

A public hearing was held pertaining to the General Fund budget and the property tax levy for Fiscal Year
2015-16. No public comment was received. Mayor Seibold closed the public hearing.
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2015-67.

2015- -A.

A public hearing was held on the special assessment roll of delinquent accounts for placement on the July 1,
2014 tax roll. No public comment was received. Mayor Seibold closed the public hearing
Graham-Johnson. That the special assessment roll of delinquent accounts totaling $54,056.79 be certified and
placed on the July 1, 2015 tax roll.
Yeas:
Nays:

2015-68.

Dills, Duncan, Graham, Johnson, Miller, Skaggs and Seibold – 7
-0-

Confirmation of City Assessor appointment.
Finance Director Mushong introduced Vicki VanderLugt as the candidate to replace retiring City Assessor Vicki
Mesik.

2015- -A.

Skaggs-Graham. That Vicki VanderLugt be confirmed as the City Assessor effective July 16, 2015.
Commissioners Graham and Skaggs thanked Vicki Mesik for her 18 years of service to the City and wished her
well in her retirement.
Yeas:
Nays:

2015-69.

Dills, Duncan, Graham, Johnson, Miller, Skaggs and Seibold – 7
-0-

Johnson-Miller. Motion to approve the consent agenda as follows:

2015- -A.

To approve the minutes of the regular meeting held May 18, 2015.

2015- -B.

To approve payroll disbursements of $206,550.46; county and school disbursements of $-0-, and total
remaining disbursements of $580,515.48.

2015- -C.

The preliminary minutes of the Joint Facilities Committee meeting held May 18, 2015.

2015- -D.

The Joint Facilities budget for FY 2015-16 as recommended by the Joint Facilities Committee.

2015- -E.

A Letter of Understanding with the City of Wyoming pertaining to benefits for former Public Safety
Captain Charles Lark as set forth in Exhibit “B” attached hereto.
Yeas:
Nays:

Dills, Duncan, Graham, Johnson, Miller, Skaggs and Seibold – 7
-0-

The meeting adjourned at 6:52 p.m., subject to the call of the Mayor until June 15, 2015.

_____________________________________
Karen K. Brower, City Clerk

Attachments:

A – Ordinance amendment to Sections 5.28, 5.70 and 5.114 regarding zoning requirements
B – Letter of Understanding with City of Wyoming

Attachments listed above are available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk.

