PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COMMISSION
CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS
Regular Meeting Held September 18, 2017

Mayor Seibold called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at the East Grand Rapids
Community Center and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present:

Commissioners Dills, Duncan, Hamrick, Miller, Schad, Zagel and Mayor Seibold

Absent:

None

Also Present:

City Attorney Huff; City Manager Donovan; Assistant City Manager LaFave; Public Safety Director Herald;
Finance Director Mushong; City Clerk Brower

2017-134.

Peter Dimitriou, 2621 Inverness (GR), thanked the city for the opportunity to participate in the recent master
plan sessions and talked about weather events and climate change.
Bryan Walters, 1039 Pinecrest, suggested the city give plenty of opportunity for public input on the draft of the
master plan when completed.

2017-135.

Commissioner Schad announced the Hearts of Gold football game would be held Friday as a benefit for the
Kids Food Basket organization.
Commissioner Zagel announced the grand openings of the James Salon renovations and Kilwins Fudge this
week in East Grand Rapids. He also complimented the master plan sessions last week and all the great input
and suggestions that came from those attending.
Commissioner Hamrick felt the master plan sessions were very valuable and appreciated all of the maps and
drawings used. She reported she had recently attended the Michigan Municipal League conference and would
be sharing several ideas she picked up at the sessions.
Commissioner Dills thanked the staff and volunteers for the well run Reeds Lake Triathlon on September 9.
Mayor Seibold thanked the Public Safety Department for their work on the recent break-ins and the attempted
robbery last weekend.
City Manager Donovan noted the Planning Commission meetings in October, November and December would
be the next steps in the Master Plan process and asked everyone to put these on their calendars.

2017-136.

City Clerk Brower gave a demonstration of the new city website that will launch on September 19.

2017-137.

A zoning variance hearing was held regarding the request of Stephen Kusmierczak, owner of 230 El Centro, to
allow the construction of a new home with a front yard setback of 16.2’ instead of the required 30.0.’
Assistant City Manager LaFave explained the default setback for this lot would be 30’ due to the curve of the
road making it impossible to establish an average setback.
Stephen Kusmierczak, owner of 230 El Centro, was present to explain the plans for a new home that would fit
in the neighborhood and preserve the mature trees on the lot.
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Mayor Seibold opened a public hearing. The following communications were received at City Hall concerning
this variance request:
- Chad Edwards, 128 El Centro

Conditionally support if trees are not disturbed.

No other public comment was received. Mayor Seibold closed the public hearing.
Mayor Seibold announced that due to a publishing error, this variance request will be held over until the
meeting on October 2 and a decision made following the public hearing on that date.
2017-138.

Final Reading of an ordinance amendment to Sections 1.510, 1.511 and 1.513 of Chapter 9 of Title I of the City
Code pertaining to city elections.
City Attorney Huff explained the changes to the ordinance were due to changes in state law.

2017- -A.

Miller-Duncan. That an ordinance amendment to Sections 1.510, 1.511 and 1.513 of Chapter 9 of Title I of
the City Code pertaining to city elections be adopted as set forth in Exhibit “A” attached hereto.
Yeas:
Nays:

2017-139.

Dills, Duncan, Hamrick, Miller, Schad, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-

Duncan-Hamrick. To approve the consent agenda as follows:

2017- -.

The minutes of the regular meeting held September 5, 2017.

2017- -A.

Payroll disbursements of $213,877.39; county and school disbursements of $403,931.84, and total remaining
disbursements of $2,162,702.64.

2017- -B.

The purchase of five sets of firefighting gear from Apollo fire Equipment of Romeo, Michigan in the amount
of $9,875.00.
Yeas:
Nays:

Dills, Duncan, Hamrick, Miller, Schad, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-

The meeting adjourned at 6:27 p.m., subject to the call of the Mayor until October 2, 2017.

____________________________________
Karen K. Brower, City Clerk

Attachments:

A – Ordinance amendment to Chapter 9 regarding city elections

Attachments listed above are available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk.

