PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY COMMISSION
CITY OF EAST GRAND RAPIDS
Regular Meeting Held October 1, 2018

Mayor Seibold called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the City Commission Chambers at the East Grand Rapids
Community Center and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present:

Commissioners Duncan, Favale, Hamrick, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Mayor Seibold

Absent:

None

Also Present:

City Attorney Huff; Assistant City Manager LaFave; Public Safety Director Herald; City Clerk Brower;
Communications Specialist Greenleaf

2018-131.

Peter Dimitriou, 2621 Inverness (GR), presented information on several climate change events happening this
week and gave an update on the rain forests.
Paul Hegele, 2073 Hall, reported on the recent conviction of a fraudulent contractor and thanked the Public
Safety Department and City Attorney for working to bring justice for the residents affected.
Curt Benson, candidate for circuit court judge, was present to introduce himself to the city commission.

2018-132.

No commissioner comment was received.

2018-133.

Acceptance of crosswalk study and approval of related traffic orders.
Assistant City Manager LaFave reviewed the report prepared by the city’s engineering traffic consultant
analyzing all of the city’s crosswalks near schools and recommending several changes to standardize the height
and location of signage and warning lights, remove obstructions and to consider some long-term improvements
to traffic bump outs. Mr. LaFave reported that the Infrastructure Committee would be meeting next week to
discuss the use of in-street signage to draw further attention to the crosswalks to promote safety. Following that
meeting, a policy and recommendation will be presented to the city commission for approval.
Mr. LaFave addressed the many suggestions from residents for lights, stop signs and traffic lights by noting that
each road crossing needed to be considered separately because not every solution fits each situation and
variables as road width, speeds, volume, parking lanes, etc. needed to be considered from an engineering
standpoint. For instance, 4-way stop signs are only warranted when the traffic coming from all directions is
relatively equal, which is not the case in front of the high school. Placing a 4-way stop sign there would cause
long back-ups on Lake Drive and would increase the traffic and speeds on adjacent streets as people seek to
avoid the backups.
Assistant City Manager LaFave also noted the crosswalk at Lake Drive and Kenesaw was upgraded with new
consistent signage, lighting and new bumpouts when the road was resurfaced so that it is consistent with all
other school crosswalks. He stated that some of the changes recommended in the report—such as signage or
lighting—can be done within the next few weeks, while upgrades like bumpouts will need to be planned in
conjunction with future construction projects. Mr. LaFave also stated that a uniform approach to all crossings
ultimately increases safety when both drivers and pedestrians know what to expect at each area they approach.
Other efforts such as education videos for elementary and middle school students and other reminders for
drivers are being coordinated by city staff.
Mayor Seibold asked that these issues be discussed during the planned mobility study so that both pedestrian
and vehicle safety and access are considered together. She also asked that staff prepare a chart of various traffic
and pedestrian safety measures, their applications and pros/cons so that commissioners can answer questions
they receive from the public.
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Mayor Seibold opened this issue for public comment. The following people expressed their opinions:
- Michael Terhorst, 927 Ogden

Reported some Chicago neighborhoods purposely made their
neighborhoods confusing and narrow to slow traffic and
suggested EGR revisit the easy traffic flow on Lake Drive to
make it less appealing to commuters. Assistant City Manager
LaFave stated that because of the two lakes, East GR has very
few options for east/west and north/south traffic flow. He also
noted that several measures have been taken to keep Lake
Drive a two-lane street with parking where possible, bike
lanes and bumpouts to keep speeds low while allowing the
efficient flow of traffic.

The following communications were received at City Hall concerning this issue:
- Amy Broersma, 931 Ogden
- Colleen Kanaan, 2535 Hall
- Michelle Langley, 1032 Floral
- Amy Williamson, 957 Ogden
- Mary Kaneti, 954 Ogden
- Deb Cox, 912 Maxwell
- Catherine Schwartz, ______________
- Traci Douglas, 2908 Hall

Concerned about Bagley/SanLuRae/Lake Drive intersection.
Concerned about Bagley/SanLuRae/Lake Drive intersection.
Concerned about Bagley/SanLuRae/Lake Drive intersection.
Concerned about several Lake Drive intersections.
Concerned about Bagley/SanLuRae/Lake Drive intersection.
Concerned about Bagley/SanLuRae/Lake Drive intersection.
Concerned about Bagley/SanLuRae/Lake Drive intersection.
Requested lighted crossing signs at all school crosswalks.

No other public comment was received. Mayor Seibold closed the public comment.
2018-133-A. Walters-Miller. That the School Pedestrian Crossings Review report and related traffic control
recommendations be approved as presented by Progressive AE subject to the development of a policy for instreet crosswalk signage by the Infrastructure Committee and with the request that staff create a chart of
traffic control measures and their uses.
Mayor Seibold reported the city has been using several traffic calming measures for several years to address
many of the issues raised by residents and that each request is studied individually with input from residents.
Commissioner Walters spoke about the short, intense peaks of pedestrian traffic in front of the high school and
wanted to continue discussions for possible added traffic safety measures at this intersection. He liked the idea
of in-street signage for the crosswalks.
Commissioner Favale noted that many students leave the high school during the lunch hour as well.
Mayor Seibold noted that these are all good first steps and ongoing review and oversight would be important
going forward.
Yeas:
Nays:
2018-134.

Duncan, Favale, Hamrick, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-

Introduction of an ordinance to amend Article I of Chapter 83 of Title VII of the City Code pertaining to general
fence requirements.
Zoning Administrator Mizikar reported the Infrastructure Committee is recommending several changes to the
fencing requirements, including the addition of an intent statement, reducing the setbacks for fences on corner
lots to allow more flexibility for residents, and adding a permit process so that the city can make sure people are
aware of the regulations before they start building. The permit would be free to obtain, but will hopefully
increase compliance and reduce complaints and variance requests.
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Mayor Seibold opened this issue for public comment. The following people expressed their opinions:
- Pat Walsh, 2841 Reeds Lake Blvd

Asked questions about putting a fence on his specific property.
Suggested adding “at least” to the first line of paragraph C for
the distance off the street right-of-way.

No other public comment was received. Mayor Seibold closed the public comment.
2018-134-A.

Miller-Duncan. That an ordinance to amend Article I of Chapter 83 of Title VII of the City Code
pertaining to general fence requirements be introduced as attached in Exhibit “A” with the addition of “at
least” before “ten (10) feet” in the first line of paragraph C.

Commissioner Favale liked the addition of the free permit system to increase compliance with the rules.
Yeas:
Nays:
2018-135.

Final Reading of an ordinance to amend Sections 2.1, 2.4, 2.5, 2.5A, 2.5-1, 2.10, 2.11 and 2.13 of Chapter 21 of
Title II of the City Code pertaining to combustible waste and solid waste.

2018-135-A.

Walters-Favale. That an ordinance to amend Sections 2.1, 2.4, 2.5, 2.5A, 2.5-1, 2.10, 2.11 and 2.13 of
Chapter 21 of Title II of the City Code pertaining to combustible waste and solid waste be adopted as
attached in Exhibit “B.”

Yeas:
Nays:
2018-136.

Miller-Favale. That an ordinance to amend Sections 2.77 and 2.79 of Chapter 23 of Title II of the City
Code pertaining to city sewer service be adopted as attached in Exhibit “C.”

Yeas:
Nays:

Duncan, Favale, Hamrick, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-

Final Reading of an ordinance to amend Chapter 80 of Title VIII of the City Code pertaining to the building
code.

2018-137-A.

Duncan-Miller. That an ordinance to amend Chapter 80 of Title VIII of the City Code pertaining to the
building code be adopted as attached in Exhibit “D.”

Yeas:
Nays:
2018-138.

Duncan, Favale, Hamrick, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-

Final Reading of an ordinance to amend Sections 2.77 and 2.79 of Chapter 23 of Title II of the City Code
pertaining to city sewer service.

2018-136-A.

2018-137.

Duncan, Favale, Hamrick, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-

Duncan, Favale, Hamrick, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-

Final Reading of an ordinance to amend Chapter 82 of Title VIII of the City Code pertaining to swimming and
other pools.

2018-138-A.

Zagel-Hamrick. That an ordinance to amend Chapter 82 of Title VIII of the City Code pertaining to
swimming and other pools be adopted as attached in Exhibit “E.”

Yeas:
Nays:

Duncan, Favale, Hamrick, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-
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2018-139.

Final Reading of an ordinance to amend Chapter 84 of Title VIII of the City Code pertaining to the property
maintenance code.

2018-139-A.

Favale-Hamrick. That an ordinance to amend Chapter 84 of Title VIII of the City Code pertaining to the
property maintenance code be adopted as attached in Exhibit “F.”

Yeas:
Nays:
2018-140.

Final Reading of an ordinance to repeal Chapter 86 of Title VIII of the City Code pertaining to the plumbing
code.

2018-140-A.

Miller-Favale. That an ordinance to repeal Chapter 86 of Title VIII of the City Code pertaining to the
plumbing code be adopted as attached in Exhibit “G.”

Yeas:
Nays:
2018-141.

Hamrick-Miller. That an ordinance to repeal Chapter 87 of Title VIII of the City Code pertaining to the
electrical code be adopted as attached in Exhibit “H.”

Yeas:
Nays:

Zagel-Favale. That an ordinance to repeal Chapter 89 of Title VIII of the City Code pertaining to the
mechanical code be adopted as attached in Exhibit “I.”

Yeas:
Nays:

Duncan, Favale, Hamrick, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-

Final Reading of an ordinance to repeal Article VI of Chapter 91 of Title IX of the City Code pertaining to grass
and noxious weeds.

2018-143-A.

Duncan-Favale. That an ordinance to repeal Article VI of Chapter 91 of Title IX of the City Code
pertaining to grass and noxious weeds be adopted as attached in Exhibit “J.”

Yeas:
Nays:
2018-144.

Duncan, Favale, Hamrick, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-

Final Reading of an ordinance to repeal Chapter 89 of Title VIII of the City Code pertaining to the mechanical
code.

2018-142-A.

2018-143.

Duncan, Favale, Hamrick, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-

Final Reading of an ordinance to repeal Chapter 87 of Title VIII of the City Code pertaining to the electrical
code.

2018-141-A.

2018-142.

Duncan, Favale, Hamrick, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-

Duncan, Favale, Hamrick, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-

Zagel-Miller. To approve the consent agenda as follows:

2018-144-A. Minutes of the regular meeting held September 17, 2018.
2018-144-B. Payroll disbursements of $224,680.29; county and school disbursements of $236,286.02, and total remaining
disbursements of $706,472.36.
2018-144-C. A policy and guidelines for the use of radar speed feedback signs as attached in Exhibit “K.”
Yeas:
Nays:

Duncan, Favale, Hamrick, Miller, Walters, Zagel and Seibold – 7
-0-
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The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m., subject to the call of the Mayor until October 15, 2018.
____________________________________
Karen K. Brower, City Clerk

Attachments:

A – Ordinance amendment to Article I of Chapter 83 pertaining to general fence requirements
B – Ordinance amendment to Chapter 21 regarding combustible waste
C – Ordinance amendment to Chapter 23 regarding city sewer service
D – Ordinance amendment to Chapter 80 regarding the building code
E – Ordinance amendment to Chapter 82 regarding swimming pools
F – Ordinance amendment to Chapter 84 regarding property maintenance code
G – Ordinance amendment to repeal Chapter 86 pertaining to the pluming code
H – Ordinance amendment to repeal Chapter 87 pertaining to the electrical code
I – Ordinance amendment to repeal Chapter 89 pertaining to the mechanical code
J – Ordinance amendment to repeal Article VI of Chapter 91 regarding grass and weeds
K – Radar Speed Feedback Sign policy

Attachments listed above are available for inspection at the office of the City Clerk.

